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=o: Eleven Chapters. 


WHEREIN 


The moſt material Objections made by 
the O ppoters of this Doctrine, are fully An- 
{wered; ſeveral Doubts Removed, and tundry 
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The Contents of the Chapters, 


Crap. I. 
That there is a Reprobatinn, 
Cray. II. 
FF hat Keprobation ts. 
CHaP, 111. 
Of the Antiquity of Keprobation, 
CHAP. IV. 
Of the Conuſes of Reprobation. 
Cuay, V. . 
Of the !nchangableneſs of Eternal Reprobation. 
CRAP. VL 
Whether to be Reprobated, be the Jame with being appointed 
before-band unto eternal Condemnation ? If not, how do 
they differ * 4lfo whether Reprobation be the cauſe of Con- 
demnation ? 
Cray, VII 
HT bether any under eternal Reprobation have juſt cauſe to quars 
rel with God fer not Elefting of them ? 
Crae, VIIL 
Whether eternal Reprobation in its ſelf, or in its Dofrine, be 
in very deed an hindrance to any man in ſeeking the [alva- 
tion of his Soul ? 


Cray, IX, 

Thether God weuld indeed and in truth, that the Goſpel, with 
the Grace thereof, ſhould be tendred to thoſe that yet he 
hath bound up under eternal Reprobation? Anſwered 
in the Athrmative, 
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The Contents Ui Lic Wiaprers, 


CHAP. X. 

Seemg then that the Grace of God in the Goſpel, is by that to 
be profered to Sirers, as Sinners ; as well to the Repro- 
bate as the Ble& ; Is it pojsible for thoſe who indeed are 
not Ele&t, to receive it, and be ſaved? Anſwered in 
the Negative. 

CHAP. Xl. 

Seeing it is not poſsible that the Reprobate ſhould receive this 
Grace and liye, and alſo ſeemsg this is infallibly fore-feen 
of God 3 and again, ſeems God hath fore-determineq to 
fuffer it fo tobe ; Why deth be yet will and command that 
the Goſpel, and ſo Grace in the general Tenders thereof, 
ſhould be profered unto them? Anſwered,and cleared 
by five Reatons, and the Removing of three Ob- 
jJectiOnse 
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C H A P. 
That there is a Reprobation. 


27 N my Diſcourſe upon this ſubjecR,I ſhall tudy 
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as much brevity as Clearnels and Edification 
will alloiv me ; not adding Words to rake the 
Volumn (well,vut contracting my ſelf with- 
in the bounds of fey Lines, for the profit and 
commodity of thoſe that ſhall take the pains 
to read my Labours, And though I might 
abundantly multiply Argumentsfor the evin= 
cing and vindicating this Concluſion, yet I 
(hal content n ny felt with ſome few Scripture- 
Demonſtrations : The firlt of which 1 (hall 
cather out of the Ninth of the Romans, from that diſccurſe of the Apo= 
itl2's, touct ing the Children of the Fleth, and the Children of the Pro- 
miſe. : 

i. At the beginning of this Chapter, we2 find the Apolile grievoully 
lamenting and bemoaning of the Jews, at the coniiceration of their miſe» 
zableltare : 7 ſay the truth is Chriſt, ſaith he, ard lie not, my Conſcience 
alſo bearing me wiikeſs 1 the Holy Gh offs that I haze great bees 1:eſs, and 
continual ferrow i# my heart ; for 1 could w iſh my ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, 
for my Brethreu, my kinſmen according to the Fleſh, Poor hearts,ſaith hegthey 
Will 
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_ will periih ; they are a miſerable ſad and h-Ipleſs People ; their eves are 
darkened that they may not ſee, (a) and their back, ts bowed down alway : 
Wherefore ? Have they not the mans of Grace? Yes venly,and that in 
ooodly meaſure : Firt t they are 1ſraelites, to whom pertaineth the Aaopti 109, 
es the Giory, and the Coven:uts, and the giving 6) of rhe Las Pp, ad the fer: ics 
of God, and the Promiſes : whoſe are the Fathers, and s of wh, as conc Cerning 
the flith, Chriſt came, who ts over all, ads, hah I ever, Amin, What 
then ſhould be the reaſon > Why ſaith he, though they be rhe Children 
of Abrahaw according to the flz(h, yet they are rhe Children of Abra- 
bam BUT according to te Fieſh : Ferthey are nt all [ſrae! (in the be 
ſence) that are 6 of If ract; weirher becauſe they are the Seed f for 
are they Ch:liren; but in Pe (hail thy Seed be called, That is, They ths 
are the Children of the Fleſh, they are not the Caildren of Gcd + 
the Children of the Promiſe 121! be counted for the S22d, So then, here 
you ſee that rhey that are onely the Children of rae Fleih {as the greateſt 
part of 1ſrae! were) they are thoſe that are neither col nted for the Seed, 
the Children of Promiſe, nor the Children of God; bur are rejected, 
and of the Reprobation, This therefore ſhall at this time ſerve for 
the firſt Scripture- Demonſtration, a Rym.17,10, 

2, Another Scripture you have in the Eleventh Chapter of this Epi- 
Rle, from theſe words, (6) The Eleftion have obtained it, axa the REST 
were blinded, Theſe words are ſhedding wards, they ſever between men 
and men ; the Election, the Reſt ; the Choſen, the Lzfr ; the Embra- 
ced, the Refuſed : The Ele&tion have obtained it, andthe REST were blin- 
a:d, By Reſt here, mult needs be uncerſtood thoje not Elect, becauſe 
ſet cne in oppoſition to tne other ; and if not Ele, what then bt Re- 
picvate? b Rom, 11,7, 

3. Ataird Scripture is that in the Af of th: Apofles, (C) And as many 
as were ordained to eternal Life, believed, Ard as many ; by taefe words, 
28 by the former, you may ſee how the holy Ghoſt diſtinguitheth or divi- 
deth between men and men; the $5n- And t1 ;e Sons of Adam. As many 
as _ 2 ordained to eternal Life, believed : = by —_—_ none VE Are tO un- 


"gay ne Goſpel, of which we ſe the ms t fall ſhort, early they not be 
ordained to eternal Life; which other Scriptures contraciet ; for there 
1s ine Reſt, beſides the Ele :&:; the Stubble and Chaf, as well as Wheat : 
Many therefore mult here inc/ue bur ſome ; for thouoh Iſrae! be as the 
ſand of the Sea, a REMNANT ſhall be [aved, c Ad, I 3.409, 1ſa.l,o, 

©& 20.24,22. Kew: 9,2 
I might here multiply many other Texts, but i in the mouth of twoor 
three Witneſſes Nall every word bz eRabliſhed : Let theſe __—_— 
Or 
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for this, ſuffice to prove that there is a Reprobation, For thisI ſay, 
Though the Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt beſides the EleRion, and the 
like, were not mentioned in the Word ; yet ſeeing there isſuch a thing 
23 the Children of the Promiſe, the Seed, the Children of God, and the 
like, and that too under ſeveral other phraſes, as Predeſtinated, Fore- 
known, Choſen in Chritt, and written in the Book of Life, and appoint- 
ed unto Life, with many others: 1 ſay ſeeing theſe things are thus ap- 
parent, it is vithout doubt, that there is ſucha thing as a Reprebation 
allo, Roms, Epheſ.1.3,4. I Theſ.5.9» 

Nay further, From the very word Election, it followeth unavoidably ; 
for whether you take it as relating to this, of diſtinguiſhing between Per= 
ſons as touching the world to come, or with reference to Gods Acts of 
chuſing this or that man to this or that Office, Work, or Employment in 
this World, it full figatherh ſuch a chuſing, as that but ſome are therein 
concerned,and that therefore ſozze are thence excluded, Are ali the Ele, 
the Seed, the Saved, the Veitels of Mercy, the Choſen and Peculiar 2 
Are not ſome (yea the moſt) the Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt, the 
Loſt, the Veſiels of Wrath, of Diſhonour, and the Children of Perdi- 
tion? Kom.11,0, 1 Pet,2.S,0, XMat,n0.16, 2 Sam.6,21, Pſ[al.z 8.67, 
68, Toh 15,16, 2 Cor,4.3, Rome9 21,22, John 17,12, 


CHAP;-IE 
hat REPROBATION 5. 


Aving thus ſhewed you that there is ſuch a thing as a Reprobation, I 
come no'v to ſheiy you What itis : Which that I may do to your 
edification, I ſhall firſt ſhe you what this word Reprobation fignifieth in 
the general, as it concerneth Perſons temporary and viſibly reprobate : 
Secondly more particular, as 1t cConcerneth Perſons that are eternally and 
invinbly reprovate, 

Firſt generally, As it concerneth Perſons temporary and vi*ibly repro- 
bate, thus: To be reprobate, is to be diſapproved, void of Judgement, 
and tejected, fc. To be cilapproved, that is, when the Word con= 
demns them, either as touching the Faith or th2 Holineſs of the Goſpel ; 
the rhich they muſt neecs be, that are void of ſpiritual and heavenly 
Judgement 1n the Mylteries of the Kingdom ; a manifeſt token they are 
rejected. And hence 1t is trat they are ſaid to H2 reprobate or void of 
Judgzment concerning the Faith; reprobate or void of Judgement tou- 
ching every g00d Wolk ; taving a reprobate mind,to do thoſe things that 
are 
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are not convenient, either as to faith or minners, And hence it ig 
again, that theyare alſo ſaid to be rejected of God, caſt away, and the 
hike. 2 Cor,13,0,7. 2T1m.3.9, Tit.1,16, Rem.1,28,Fer,6.30, iCor.g, 

I call this te:rporary viſible Reprobation, becauſe theſe appear, and 
are detected by rae Word as ſuch, that are found under the above-named 
Errors, and ſo adjudged Without the grace of God, Yet it ispollible for 
ſome & theſe { ho:vever for the preſent diſapproved) thorwy the bleſſed 
acls and diſpeniations of Grace, not onely to become viſible Saints, but 
4iſo ſaved for ever. Who doubts but that he yvho now by extmining him- 
ſelf, concerning Faith, doth find himſelf, though under PiofeJi00, 0vrace- 
leſs, may after taat, he ſeeing his woful Rate, not onely cry to God for 
Mercy, but finde Grace, and obtain Mercy to. hip tn ume of need ? 
though 'cis true, that for tne molt part the contra: y is fulfilled on them. 

But to pats this, and more particulaily to touch the eternal invitible 
Reprobation ; which I thall-thus hold forth : Ir is to 2 paſſed by in, or 
left out of, Gods Election ; yetſo, as conlidered Upright, In which 
Pofition, you have thele four things conſiderable : 

Firſt, The ARt of Gods Election, 

Secondly, The Negative of that Act. 

Thirdly, The Pertons reached by that Negative, And, 

Fourthly, Theit qualification when thus reached by ir, 

Fot the firſt. * This Act of God in EleRing, it is a chufing or fore- 
appointing of ſome infal[libly unto eternal Lifz, which he alſo hath deter- 
mined {hall be brought to paſs by the means that ſhould be made manifelt 
and efficacious to that very end, Erb-[.1.3,4,5. 1 Pet.1.2, 

Secondly, Now the Negative cf thts Act, 1s, a patling by, or a leaving 
of thoſe nor concerned in this Act; a leaving oi them, Llizv, vitmout the 
bounds, and ſo the ſaving Piivileages, of this Act ; as ut folioweth by 
natural conſequence, that b2cauſe a man chuteth but ſome, therefore he 
Chuſcth not all, but leaveth, as the Negative of that Act,all oiners hare 
ſoever. Wherefore, as I (21d before, thoſe not contatned within this 
bleſſed AR, are called rhe Ref? baiicdes tie Elections The Eleitioa hath 
ebreined it, and the REST were viinged, 

Ttirdly, The Perſons then that are containec uncer the Negative of 
this AQ, they are thoſe {and thuie onciy) that pais through tnis wicked 
World without the ſaving grece cf Gods Elect  thote, I lay, that miſs the 
mt holy Faith, which they 1n time are blelt vithal, who are fore-ap- 
poin:ed unto Glory, -” 

And now {or the qualification they were conkcered under, when this 
Aft of Reprobation laid dcld npon their, to wit, They Were conſidered 
tpright, | | 
Ting 
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This 1s evident, | 

Firſt, From this Contideration, That Reprobation is Gods 2Q, even 
the Negative of his Chooſing or Eleting ; and none of the acts of God 
moeke any man a ſinner. 

Secondly, Ir is further evident by the 6militude that is taken from the 
carriage of the Potter (4) in his making of his Pots ; for by this compa» 
riſon the God of heaven is pleaſed to ſhew unto us the nature of his de- 
termining in the a&t of Reprobation : Hath nt the Potter power over the 
Clay of the ſame lump ? &c, Conſider a little, and you thall ſee that theſe 
three things do neceſlatily fall in, to compleat the Potters ation in eve» 
ry Pot he makes : d Rom.9.21. 

i. Adetermint:tion in his own mind what Pot to make of this or that 
piece of Clay ; adetermination, 1 fay, precedent to the faſhion of the 
Pot : the which is true in the hight degree, in him that is excellent in 
working ; hz determines the end, before the D2ginning 15 perfected : 
* For this wery purpoſe have 1 ra1ſed thee up. Iſa. 41. 22, & 46, 10, 
Exad, 0.16. : 

2, The next thing confideradl2 in the Potter,it is the [ſo] making of the 
Pot,even as he determined ; a Vellel to Honour, or a Veſtel to Diſho- 
nour. There is no confuſion or diſappointment under the hand of this 
Eternal God, his woik is perfect, and every way doth anſwer to What 
he hath determined. Dent. 32.4. 

3. Obſerve again, That whether the Veſlel bz to honour or to diſho=- 
nour, yet the Potter nizkes it good, ſound, and fit for ſervice ; his fore- 
determining to make this a Veſlel to dithonour, hath no perſivaſion at a{l 
with him to break or mar the Pot : Which very thing doth well teſemble 
the ſtare of man as under the Act of eternal Reprobation, for God mide 
man upright, Ecclel.7.29, 

From theſe Concluhons then, conſider, 

1. That the fimple act of Reprobation, it is a leaving or paſſing by, 
not a curſing of the Creature, | 

2, Neither doth this act alienate the heart of God from the Repro- 
bate, nor tie him up from loving, favouring, or dlefling of him ; no, not 
from bleſſing of him with the gift of Carilty of Faith, of Hope, and ma- 
ny other benefits - It onely denieth them that benefic thar will infallibly 
bring th:m to eternal Life, and chat in Celpite of all oppoſition ; it on- 
ly denieth (o to bieſs them as the Elect th:mſelves are blefled. Ara. 
bam loved all the Children he had by all his Wives, and o1Ve thei Por= 
tions alſo; but his choice Bleſſing, as the fruit of his chicfeſt Love, he 
reſerved for Choſen Iſaac, Gen.25.1,2,3,4,5,6, 

Laſtly, The act of Reprobation doth harm to no man, neither means 

him 
] 
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him any ; nay, it rather decrees him upright, lets him be made upright 
} » - tee... 
and (0 be turned inro the World, 


CHAT. IIT. 
Of the Antiquity of REPROBATION, 


H* ns now proceeded ſo far as to (ſherv you what Reprobation is,it 

will not bz amiſs if in this place I briefly thew you its Antiquity, 
even \vhen it began itsriſe ; the which you may gather by theſe follow- 
ing particulars, 

I. Reprobation is b:fore the Perſon cometh into the World, or hath 
done good or evil : This is evident by that of Paul to the Romaxs, (e) 
For the Children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil that 
the purpoſe of God, according to Eleftion, might ſtand, it was ſaid unto Re- 
beka, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger. Here you find twain in their 
Mothers Womb, and both receiving th2ir deſtiny, not onely before they 
had done good or evil, but before they were in a capacity to do it, they 
being yet unborn ; their deſtiny, I ſay, the one unto, the other not unto 
the Blefling of Eternal Life ; the one Choſe, the other Refuſed ; the 
one EleR, the other Reprobate. The ſame alſo might be (aid of I-maet 
_ and his Brother /ſazc, both which did alſo receive their deſtiny before 
they came into the world : for the Promiſe that this /ſaac ſhoule be the 
Heir, it was alſo before 1-220) was born,though he was elder by fourteen 
years, or more, then his Brother, e Rom.9.11. Gen,15.4,5. & 16, 4, 
5,16. & 17.25. 21.5. Anditis yet further evident, 

1, Becauſe Election 15 an At of Grace ; T here # a Remnant, accord. 
ng tothe Eliition of Grace (f) : Which ARt of Grace ſav no Way ſo fit to 
ditcover its purity end independancy, as by faſtening on the Object be. 
fore it came into the World ; that being the ſtate in which, at leaſt, no 
000d were done, either {9 procure good from God, or to eclipſe and dar- 
ken this precious Act of Gtace : For though tis true,that no good thing 
that we have done before Converſion, can obtain the Grace of EleQtion; 
yet the Grace of Election th2n appeareth moſt, when it prevents our do- 
10g 200d, taat we might be loved therefore : wherefore he ſaith again, 
That the purpoſe of God according to Elethion, might ſtand, not of Works, but 
of himthat calleth ; it was ſaid unto her, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Y ounger. 
f Rom.l1l.5. 

2, This is Mo{t agrecable to thenature of the Promiſe of giving ſeed 
to Abraham ; which Promiſe, as it Was made before the Child was o_ 
CelVe 
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ceived, ſo it was fulfilled at the beſt rime, for the diſcovery of the A& 
of Grace, that could have been pitched upon : At the time will I come, 
ſaith God, and Sarab ſhall have a Son : Which Promiſe, becauſe it care | 
ried in its Bowels the very Grace of Elecing Love, therefore it left 
out 1ſhmael, with the Children of Ketwrah ; For in 1ſaac ſhall thy Sted bo 
called. Rom.4.16,17,18,19, 9.9. 

3. This was the belt and fitteſt way for the Decrees to receive ſonnd 
bottom, even for God both to chuſe and refuſe, betore the Creature had 
done 200d or evil, and ſo before they came into the World : That the 
purpoſe of God according to Elcttion, might ſtand, ſaith ne : therefore before 
the Children were yet born, or had doze any good or evil, it was ſaid unto her, 
&c. Gods Decree would for ever want toundation, ſhould it depend at 
all upon the goodneſs and holine(s either of Men or Angels ; eſpecialty 
if it were to (tand upon that good that is wrought before Converſion, yea 
or after Converſion either : We find by caily experience how hard and 
difficult it is, for even the holiett in the world, to bear up, and maintain 
their faith and love to God ; yexſo hard, as not at all to doit, without 
continual ſupplies from Heaven : How then 1s 1t poſlible for any ſo to 
carry it before God, as to lay by this his Holineſs a foundation for Ele- 
Ction, as to maintain that foundation, and theredy to procure all thoſe 
Graces that infallibly ſaveth the Sinner ? But now the choice, I ſay,be=- 
ing a choice of Gnace, as 15 manifeſt, it being ated before the Crea- 
tures birth ; here Grace hath laid the Corner- Stone, and determined the 
means to brinz the work to perfection, Thus the Foundation of God ſtane 
deth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth who are his (s) : that is, 
who he hath choſen, having excluied Works doth good and bad, and foun= 
ded all in an Unchangable Act of Grace ; the Negative whereof, is this 
harmleſs Reprodat1on. o 2Tim.2,18,19,20. 

II. Bat teccnuly, To ftep a lictle backward, and {© to make all ſure : 
This AR of Reprobation ivas before the world began ; which therefore 
mult needs confirm that which was ſaid but now, that they were before 
they were born, both deſtinated before they had done 200d or evil. This 
1s manifelt by that of Pan! to the Epheſians, at the beginning of his Epi- 
ftle; where ſpeaking of Election, whoſe Negative is Reprobation, he 
ſaith, God hath choſen as 1: ( briſt, before the Foundation of the World. Nay 
further, if you pleaſe, contider, That as Chrilt was ordained to ſuffer 
before the ſo.1adation of the world, and as we that are Elzcted were cho= 
ſen in him before the foundation of the world ; ſo it was allo ordained 
we ſhould kno'y him, before the foundation of th2 world ; ordained that 
we ſhould be holy before him in love, before the foundation of the world; 
and that we 1n time ſhould be created in him to 200d works, and __ 
B 2 ne 
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ned before that we ſhould walke in them. Wherefore Reprohation alſo, 
it being the Negative of Ele&ing Love; that is, becauſe God Ele&24 
bur Some, therefore he Left the Reſt - theſe Reli therefore muſt needs 
be of as ancient lianding under Reprobation, as the Choſen are under 
E'eQtion ; both which, it is alſo evident, was before the world began, 
Which ſerveth yet further to prove that Reprobaticn could not be with 
reſpect ro this or the other fin, it being onely a leaving them, and that 
before the world, out of that free Choice which he was pleaſed to bleſs 
the other wvith, Even as the Clay with which the dithonourable Veſet 
is made, did not provoke the Potter, for the ſake of this or that impedi- 
ment, therefore to make ut ſo ; but the Potter of his oivn will, of the Clay 
of the ſame lump, of the Clay that 1s full as good as that of which be hath 
made the Veilel ro Honour, did make this and the orher a Veſlel of Di. 
honour, &c. I Pet.1,20,21, 1Cor,2.6,7, Epheſ,1.3,4,Epheſ.2.10, 


CHAP. IV; 
Of the (Cauſes of REPROBATION. 


ving thus in a Word or two ſhewed the Antiquity of Reprobation, 

I now come in this place to ſheiy you the Caule thereof ; for doubt- 
leſs this muſt Rand a truth, That what ever God doth, there is ſufficient 
ground therefore, whecher by us apprehended, or elſe without our reach, 

Firſt then, Iris cauſed from the very Nature of God. There are two 
things in God, from which, or by the vertue of which, all things have 
their riſe, to wit, the Eternity of God in general, and the eternal Per- 
fection of every one cf his Attributes 1n particular : for as by the firit, 
he muſt needs be before all things ; ſo by vertue of the ſecond mutt all 
things conſiſt. Andas he is before all things, they having confiſtence 
by him ; ſo alſo is he before all fates, or their Cauſes, be they either 
200d or bad, of continuance or otherwiſe, he being the firſt without be= 
9inning, @c, Whereas all other things, vith their cauſes, have riſe, de- 
pendance, or toleration of being from him. Co/.I,17. 

Hence it follows, that nothing, either Perſon or Cauſe, cc, can by any 
means have a being, but firſt he knows thereof, allows thereof, and de- 
crees it ſhall be ſo: Who 5 he that ſaith, and it comerh to paſs, when the 
Lord commandeth it uot ? Now then, becauſe that Reprobation, as well 
23 Election, arc ſubordinate to God ; his Will alſo, which is eternally 
perfeR, being moſt immediately herein concerned ; it was impoſſible 
taatany (ſhould be Rep:obate, before Ucd had both willed and _—_ - 

ou 
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ſhould be ſo. Tt 18 not the being of a thing that adminiſters matter of 
knowledge or fore-f1ght thereof to God, but the perfection of his Knoww= 
ledee,Wiidom and Power,c7c, that giveth the thing/its being : God did 
not fure-eccree th-:Ie thould be a World, becauſe he foreſaiv there would 
be one ; but there mult be one, becauſe he had before decreed there 
ſhould be one, The ſame is true as touching the caſe in hand : For this 
very purpoſe have 1 raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew in thee my power, 
Lam.3.37. Exod.9.16. Rom.g,17, 

Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe of Erernal Reprobation, Is the exerciſe 
of Gods Soveraignty ; for if this 1s true, That there is nothing either 
viſible ot invitible, whether in Heaven or Earth, but hath its being 
from him3 then it mult moſt reaſonably follow, that he is therefore Sove= 
taien Lord, &'c. and may alſo according to his o'vn will, as he pleaſeth 
himtelf, both exerciſe and manifelt the lame, being every whit abſolute, 
and can doand may do \whatſoever his Soul defireth : and indeed, good 
xeaſon, for he hath not onely made them ail, but for þ# pleaſure they both 
were and are created. Now the very exercile of this Soveraignty produ- 
ceth Reprobation . Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have Mercy, 
and whom he will be hardneth: Hath not the Potter power over the Clay of the 
ſame lump? And dota he not make his Pots according to his pleaſure ? 
Here therefore the Mercy, Juſtice, Wiſdom and Power of God, take li- 

erty to CO what they will ; Sang, A; Cornſfel ſhall ſtand, and I will do 
all my Pleaſare. Job 23.13. Dan.4.z5. Rev.g.ii, Rom 9.18, Tſa.43.13. 
& 46. 11, 

Thirdly, Another Cauſe of Eternal Reprobation, Is the at and work- 
ing of Diſtinguiſhing Love, and Everlaſting Grace : God hath univer= 
{al Love, and particular Love ; general Love, and diſtinguiſhing Love; 
and ſo accordingly doth decree, purpoſe, and determine : from general 
Love, the extention of general Grace and Mercy ; bur from that Love 
that is diſtinguiſhing, peculiar Grace and Mercy : Was not Eſau Facobs 
Brother ? Tet I loved Jacob, ſaith the Lord, |Yet I loved Facob ;] that is, 
with a better Love, ora Love that 18 more diſtinguiſhing : As he farther 
makes appeal in his anſver to our Father Abraham, when he praid to God 
for Iſhmael : As for Iſ)-mael, ſaith he, I have heard thee ; behold, I have 
bleſſed bim, and will alſo make him franful : but my Covenant will T eſtabliſh 
with Iſaac, whom Sarah ſhall bear untothee, Touching which words, there 
are theſe things obſervable: A4/.,1.2, Gen,17.18,19,0, 

1, That God had better Love for 1ſazc, than he had far his Brother 


Ihmael, Yet, 
2, Not becauſe /ſaac had done more worthy and goodly deeds, for 


1{aac was yet unborn. 
| 3. This 
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3. This choice Bleſſing could not be denied to mae! becauſe he had 
difinherired himſelf by fin ; for this Bletting was intailed to /ſaac, before 
Iſhmael had a being alſo. Rom.4.16,17,18,19, Gen.15.4,5. Gen,16, 

4. Theſe things therefore muſt needs fall out through the working of 
diſtinguiſhing Love and Mercy, which had ſo caſt the buſineſs, that the 
purpoſe of God accoraing to Elethon might ſtand, | 

Further, Should not God decree to thew diflinguithing Love and 
Mercy, as Well as that Which 1s general and common, he muſt nor diſ-- 
cover his beſt Love at all to the Sons of Men. Again, Ir he ſhould re«= 
veal and extend bis bit Love to all the World in ceneral, then there 
would not be ſnch a thing as Love that doth diftinguith ; for diftinguiſh- 
ing Love appeareti in ſeparating between 7ſ/zac and. !{kmael, Jacob and 
Eſau, the many called, and the feiv choſen. Thus by vertue of diltin- 
euiſhing Love, ſome mult be Reprobate : For ciſtinguithing Love muſt 
leave ſome, both of the Angels in Heaven, and the Inhabitants of the 
Earth; wherefore the Decree alto that doth eitablith it, mult needs 
leave ſome. 

Fourthly, Another Cauſe of Reprobation, Is Gods willingneſs to 
ſhew his ivrath, and to make his power known, This is one of thoſe 
Arguments that the holy Apolile ſetreth againtt the moſt knotty and 
ſtrong Obje&ion that ever was framed againit the Doctrine of Eternal 
Reprobation : Thou wilt ſay then (ſaith he) hy doth he jet find fault ? for 
if it be his will that ſome ſhould bz rejeReo, hardned, and perith, way 
th:n is he offended that any fin againſt him :; for who hath reſiſted his will 2 
Hold, ſaith the Apotlle ; Ray a little here ; firſt remember this, Is 1t meet 
to ſay unto God, what doeſt thou ? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus? Hath not the Potter power over the 
Clay of the ſame lump, &c, Benides, when you nave thought your woilt, to 
wit, that the effects of Reprobation muſt needs be conſummare in the 
eternal perdition of the Creature ; yet again conthider, #7at if God be wil- 
ling te ſhew his Wrath, as ivell as Grace and Mercy 2 And waat if hegthat. 

2 may ſodo, exclude ſome from having ſhare in that Grace that would 
infallibiy, againſt all reſiſtance, bring us ſafe unto eternal Life > Wahat 
ten ? Is he therefore the Author cf your perithing, or his eternal Repro- 
bation either > Do you riot know that he may retuie to Elect ho he wil, 
Without abuſing of them? Alſo that he may deny to give them that Grace 
that would preſerve them from lia, without being guilty of thetr Damna- 
tion ? May he not, to ſheiv his wrath, ſuffer with mach long-ſnjjering all 
that are the Veſſels of Wrath, by their ova voluntary will, to fit themſelves 
for wrath ard for deſtruflion ? Yea, might he not even in the act of Re- 
probation, conclude alſo to ſuffer them thus left, to fall from the Rate he 

G lett 
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left them in, that 1s, as they were conſidered upriehr ; and when fallen, 
to binde them faſt in Chains of Darkneſs, unto thz Judgement of the 
oreat day, but he muſt. needs de charged foolithly > You ſhall ſee in that 
day what a Harmony and what a Glory there will be found in all Gods 

udgements 1n the overthrov of the Sinner ; alſo how clear the Lord 
will ſheiv himſelf of having any working hand in that which cauleth eter- 
nal wine; not-vithitanding he hath reprobated ſuch, doth ſuffer rhem to 
fin, and that too that he might ſheiv his wrath on the veſſels of his wrath; 
the which Ialſo after this next Chapter,ſhall further clear up to you. Ag 
the Lord kaows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, without approving 
of their miſcarriages ; fo he alſo knoweth how to reſerve the ungodly unto 
the day of Tudgement to be puniſhed, yet never to deſerve the leatt of blame 
for his io reſerving of them : though none herein can ſee his way, fer he 
alone knows how to doit, Aom.9.19. 2 Pet,2.9, 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Unchangableneſs of Eternal Reprobation; 


concerning Reprovdation ; molt of them endeavouring ſo to hold 
ic toiih, as thereivith they might, 1f not heal their Conſcience lightly, 
yet maintain their o'vn Opinion, in their Judgement, of other things ; 
till wringing, nov the Word this way, and anon again that,for their pur- 
poſe: alſo framing within their Soul ſuch an imagination of God and his 
aQs in Eternity, as would fuit with ſuch Opinions, and ſo preſent all to 
the world, And the nather they have with greateft labour rained un- 
weatiedly at this above many other Truths, becauſe of the grim ard 
creadful face it carrieth in moſt mens apprehenſions. But none of theſe 
things, however they May pleaſe the Creature, can by any means 1n any 
mealure, either cauſe God to undo, unſay, or undetermine \vhat he hath 
Concerning this decreed and eſtabliſhed, 

Firft, Becauſe they tuit not with his nature, eſpecially in theſe Foun- 
dation-aCts : T he Fonndation of God jtaxdeth ſure, even touching Repro= 
bation, that the purpoſe of God according to Ele&ion might ſtand. Z 
k now (faith Solomon) that what ſcever the Lord dath, it abideth for ever ; n0s- 
thins can be put nnto it, nor any thing taken from it, &c. Hath he faid it,and 
ſtall be not doit ? Hath he ſpoken, and hail ke not brizg it topaſs? His De- 
crees are compoſed according to his eternal Wiſdom, eſtabliſhed upon 
his unchangable Will, governed by his Knoivledge, Prudence, Power, 

Jultice, 


MY Opinions have paſſed throngh the hearts of the Sons of men 
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Juſtice, and Mercy, and are brought to concluſion (on his part) in per- 
fe& holineſs, through the abiding of his molt blefled Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs : He a Rock, his way u perfett, for all his works are Fudgement : 
A Gold of Truth, and without imgzaity, juſt and ri 'ght # he. 2Tim.2,18,19, 
Rom.g.1si, Eccleſ, 3.14. Numb.22.19, Deut,32.4, 

Secondly, This Decree 15 made ſure by the number, meaſure, and 
bounds of Election ; for Election and Reprobation do incloſe all re1- 
ſonable Creatures ; that is, either the one or the other ; Ele&ttion, thoſe 
that are ſet apart for Glory ; and Reprobation, thoſe lefr out of this 
Choice. 

Now as touching the Ele, they arc by this Decree confined to that 
limited number of Perſons that muit amount to the compleat making up 
the fulneſs of the myllical Body of Chriſt ; yea ſo conkned by this erer- 
nal purpoſe, that nothing can be diminith2d from or added thereunto + 
and hence its that they are called hs Body and HMembers 1s particular , 
the fulneſs of him that fills all in all, ard the meaſure of the ſtarnre of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt; which Body, conſidering him as the Head thereof, in 
concluſion maketh up one perfect man, and holy Temple for the Lo:d : 
theſe are called, Chriſts Subſtance, Inheritance ard Lot ;, and are ſaid to 
be booked, marked, and ſealed wita Gods moſt excellent knowvl2dge, appro= 
bation and liking. As Chriſt ſaid to his Father, Thine eyes did ſec my 
Subſtance, yet being imperfeit, and in thy Bock are all my Members written, 
which in continuance were finiſhed, when yet there was none of them, This 
being thus, I ſay, it is in the firlt place impothible that any of thoſe Mem- 
brs ſhould miſcarry, for who ſhall lay any thing tothe charge of Gods ElefP? 
and becauſe they are as to number every way lufhcient, being his Body, 
and ſo by thzir compleating to be made a perfect man : therefore all 
others are rejected,that the purpoſe of God according to Eleftion might ſtand, 

e{ides,it would not onely argue weakneſs in th: Decree, but monſtrout- 
neſs in the Body, if after this, any appoin:ed ſhould miſcarry, or any be- 
des them be added tothem. Epheſ.1,22,23. & 4.11,12,12, Pſz/,16, 
2Tim.2.18,19, Pſal.139.16. Mat,24.24. Rom.8.,33,. Rim.9.11, 

Thirdly, Nay further, that all may fee hoiv p.1nctual, exact, and to a 
tittle this Decree of EleRion is, God hath nor onely as to number and 
quantity confined the pzrſons, bur alſo determined and meaſured, and 
that bzfore the World, the number of the Gitts and Graces that are to 
b2 belfiowed on theſe Members in general; and alſo what Graces and 
Gifts to be beRowed on this or that Memyner in particular : He hath bleſ- 
ſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, according as he hath choſen w 11 
- bim before the foundation of the World , and beſtowerth them in time upon 
us,According to the eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in Chrit Jeſus our Lord. 
He 
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Hz cath given to the Eye, the Grace tnat by 2longeth tothe Eye; and to 
the hand That waich he alſo hatin appol intedforit: And fo to every other 

Member of the Body Elz&, he doth deal out to them thetr determined 
aki -2 of Grace and Gifts moſt fit for their Place. and Office. Thus 

: 6 the > Decree eſtabl! ma hon of the rg and aiſo tne Non-EleR. 

Epi; eſ. I,3: 4. Os Jo / 0 0,910, Lis Rom, 1 2, EY Ephef. 4. 16, Col, 2, 19, 
Exhef.4. "$2,102. 

Foirthly, But ag1in, Another thing that doth eftablith this Decree of 
Et emal Reproda tion, Is the weaknets that Sin inthe Fall, and fince, 
hath 1 brought :[1 Reprobates into : For though it be moſt tine, that Sin is 
no Caule of eternal Reprobation z-.yet leci n2 Sin bath ſeized on the Re- 
probate, it canuot be but thereby the Decree mult nezds be the faſter 
hxed.If the King,for ins or t ne 0. he: weighty Reafon,doth decree not to 
O1VC LNIS OL that nan (Wno ou ot 1 never offend 1 h1 2 aplace in tis Privy 
Chamber; if t:is man after tis ſhall be infected with the Plague, this 
rather ſaltens then lotens the Kin 's$ Decrze, As tne Angels that were 
left out of Gods EleQion, by reaton of the fin they committed after, 
are ſofar off trom being by thrat received into Goods Decree, that they 
are therefore bound for it in Chains ofeverlaſting Darkneſs, to the Judg- 
ment of tae Gieat Day. 


HAFP: Vi 


I bether to be Reprobated, be the e ſame 1 with being 'o appointed 
ay mo eternal Comdemnation ? If wry tow do 
they differ * fo whether Reprobation be the c cauſe of Con- 
demnation ? 


T hath been the cuſtom of ignorant men much to quarrel at eternal 
Reprobatton, concluding ( 'for want of knoiviedge 1n the Myltery of 
Gods Will) thatif he reprobate any from E ternity, he had as good 
have ſaid, { will makerhus man to dem: him, I will decree this man, 

without any conſtderation, tothe everiaiizo Pains of Hell, When in very 
deed, for Gcd to reprobate, and to appoint b:fore-hand to eternal Con- 

emnation, are tivo ailtinct things, properly relating to tivo diltinct 
Attributes, arifing from two diſtinct Cauſes. 

Firſt, They are tio diſtin things : Reprobaticn, 2 imple leaving of 
the Creature out cf the bounds of Gods E lection ; but to appoint to 
Condemnation, 1s to bind them over to evetlaiting _ nent, Now 

| tiere 
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there is 4 great difference between my refuſing to make of ſuch a Tree a 
Pillar in my Houſe, and of condemning it unto the fire to bz burned. 

Secondly, As tothe Attributes ; Reprobation reſpe&s Gods Sove. 
raignty ; but to appoint to Condemnation, his Juſtice, Row, 9, 18, 
Gen. 18,25, 

Thirdly, As to the Cauſes ; Soveraignty being according to the Will 
of God, but Juſtice according to the Sin of Man, For God, though he 
be the onely Soveieign Lord, and that to the height of perfeRtion ; yet 
he appointeth no man to the pains of everlaſting fire, meerly from Sove- 
raignty, bt by the Rule of Juſtice : God damneth not the man becauſe 
he is a man, but a Sinner ; and fore-appoints him to that place and ſtate, 

| by fore-ſeeing of him wicked, FKRem.1.18,19, Col,z.6, 

Avain, Ag-Reprobation is not the ſame with fore-appointing to eter- 
nal Condemnation; ſo neither is it the Cauſe thereof, 

If it be the Cauſe, then it muſt either, 

1, Leave himinfirm. Or, 

2, Infuſe fin into him. Or, 

3. Take from him ſomething that otherwiſe would keep him uprighr. 

4. Oc both licenſe Satan to tempt, and the Reprobate to cloſe in with 
the temptation, But it doth none of thele ; therefore it is not the Cauſe 
of the Condemnation of the Creature. 

That it is not the Cauſe of Sin, it 1s evident, 

1. Becauſe the Ele& are as much involved therein, as thoſe that are 
paſled by. 

2, It leaveth him not infirm; for he 1s by an after-AR, to wit, of 
Creation, formed perfeRly upright. 

3. That Reprobation infuſeth no lin, appeareth, becauſe it is the A& 
of God, 

4, That it taketh nothing (that good is) from him, is alſo manifeſt, it 
bing onely a leaving of him. 

5. And that it is not by this Ac that Satan is permitted to tempt, or 
the Reprobate to fin, is manifeſt ; becauſe as Chriſt was tempred, ſo the 
Ele fall as much into the temptation, at leaſt many of them, as many 
of thoſe that are Reprobate : Whereas if thete things came by Reprobz- 

tion, then the Reprobate would bz onely concerned therein. All which 
will be further handled in theſe queſtions yet behind, 

Qbje&. From what hath bees ſaid, there #5 concluded thus at leaſt, That 
Ged hath infallibly determined, and that before the World, the infallible dam- 
zation of ſome of his Creatures : for if God hath before the World bound ſome 
over to eternal puniſkment, and that as you ſay, fer ſin ; then this determina- 
tion muſt either be fallible or infallible ; not fallible, for then your other poſt- 
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tionof the certainty of the number of Gods Elett, is ſhaken; anleſs you hold 
that there may be a number that ſhall neither go to Heaven nor Hell, Well 
then, if God hath indeed determined, fore-determined,that ſome muſt infallibly 
periſh ; doth not this his Determination lay a neceſſity on the Reprobate to ſin, 
that he may be damned ; for, Nu ſin, no damnation ; that ts your own Argue 
ment, 

Aznſw, That God hath ordained + the damnation of ſome of his Crea- 
tures, it is evident ; bt whether this his Determination be pokitive and 
abſolute, there 1s the queſtion : For the better underſtanding whereof, 
I ſhall open unto you the variety of Gods Determinations, and their na- 
ture, asalſoriſe. F Fade 4. 

The Dzterminations of God tovching the deftrution of the Creature, 
they are cither ordinary or extraordinary : Thoſe I count ordinary that 
were commonly pronounced by the Prophets and Apoltles, &c. in their 
ordinary way of preaching, to the end men might be affeed with the 
love of their own Salvation ; now theſe either bound or looſed but as the 
condition or qualification was anſwered by the Creature under Sentence, 
and no otherwiſe, 1 Saw.12.25, [ſa.1,20. Mat,1S.3, Lnky13,1,2,3, 
Rom,2.8,9. Rom.S.13. Rom.11.12., 1 Ceor,6.9. 

Again, Thoſe extraordinary,though they reſpz& the ſame conditionss 
yet they are not grounded immediately upon them, but upon the infal- 
lible fore-knowledge and fore-fight of God, and are thus diftinguithed : 
Firſt the ordinary determinaticn, it Rands but at beſt upon a ſuppoſition 
that the Creature may continue in Sin, and admits of a poſſibility that it 
may not; but the extraordinary tands upon an infallible fore-ſight that 
the Creature will continue 1n fin; wherefore this muſt needs be poſitive, 
and as infallible as God himſelf, 

Again, Theſz two Determinations are alſo diſtinguiſhed thus : The 
ordinary 1$ applicable to the Elec as well as to the Reprobate, but the 
other to the Reprobate only : It is proper to ſayeven to the Ele them« 
ſelves, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth nit ſhall be dams 
zed , but not to ſay to them, Theſe are appointed to UTTER deſtruition, os 
that they ſhall UTTERLY periſh tn thery own Corruptions z or that fer thens 
i RESERVED the blackyeſs of darkneſs FOR EVER. 1 King, 20,42, 
2 Pet. 2. 12, Jude 13, 

So then, though God by theſe determinations doth not lay ſome under 
irrecoverable condemnation, yet by one of them he doth ; as is further 
made out thus : | 

x, God molt perfeRly fore-ſeeth the final impenitency of thoſe that 
ſo die, from the beginning to the end of the World, Prov,1g.11., Pal, 
139.2, Iſa,46,10, | 7 

| C2 2, Now 
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2, Nov from this infallible fore fight, it is moſt eafie and rational t» 
conclude,and that poſitively, the infallible overthroiv of every ſuch crea- 
ture, Did I infallibly fore-ſee that this or that man would cut cur his 
' heart in the morning , I might infallibly determine his death before 
niohe, 

Osjeft, But ill the Queſizon 18, Whether God by this his determina- 
tion doth not lay a necetlity on the Creature to fin? For, No Sin, no 
Condemnation : This is true by your own Aſleriton, 

Anſw, No, by no means: For, 

1, Though it be true, that Sin mult of abſolute neceſſity 0 before the 
infallib'e condemnation and overthro'v of the Sinner ; and that it muſt 
alſo be pre-conlidered by God ; yet it neecs not lay a neceſſity upon him 
to fin : tor let him but alone to do wiat he will, and the Determination 
cannot be more infallible then the Sin, wich 1s the cauſe of its Exe- 
cution, 

2. As it needs not,ſo it doth not ; for this poſitive Determination is not 
grounded upon what God will effect, but on what the Crearzre will ; and 
that not thoro'v the inltiga'1on of God, but the inttigation of the Devil. 
What? might not I, if I moſt undoubtedly foreſaiv that ſuch a Tree in 
my Garden would onely cumber the ground (notwithtanding reaſonable 
means) mightnot I, Ifay, from hence determine (teven years before) 
ro cut it doivn, and burn it 1n the fire, but I mult, by ſo determining, ne- 
ceſſtate this Tree to be fivitſeſs? The caie in nandis the very ſame. 
God therefore may moſt pokitively d:termine the infallible damnation 
of his Creature, and yet not zt all necelhitate the Creature to fin, that he 
might be damaed. 

O6;eft, But how 15 this ſimilitud- pertinent ? For God did not onely 
fore-ſee ſin would be the defiructicn of the Creature, but let it come 
into the world, and ſo deliroy the Creature, If you, as you fore-ſee the 
fruitleſneſs of your Tree, ſhoulo withal ſee thic which makes it ſo, and 
that too before it inakes it to, and yet le: the imp.diment come and make 
itſo ; are not you nov the cauſe of the unfruitfulneſs of that Tree which 
you have before concemned to the tie to bs buined ? For God might 
have choſe whether he weoul have ict 24, lin,and to fin tohave cot in- 
to the woild by tim, 

. Auſw. Similitudes never anſy:r every Way ; if they be pertinent to 
that for which they are inten. d, *s enough; rad torhat it anſwerett 
well, bzing brought to prove nc more but the natural conſequence of a 
true and infallidle fore-iioht. And now as to waat is objected further, Ag 
that God 1n1ght have chote Wohziher Sin ſhould nave come 1nto the Word 
by Adam, to ihe deltiuction of ſo many ; To ihat I thall anſwer, 

I, Inat 
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1, That Sin could not have come into the World without Gods pete 
mitſion, it 18 evident, both from the prfection of his fore-{ight & porrer. 

2, Therefore all the means,motive<,and inducements thereunto,muſt 
alſo by bim be not onely fore-ſeen, but permitted, 

3. Yet ſo, that God will have the timing, proceeding, bounding and 
ordering thereof, at his diſpoſe : Sarely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, 
and the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain, 1 Kings 22, 20, 21, 22, 
Fohn 8. 20, Lnk,22.51,52. Pſal.76.10. 

4. Therefore it mnt needs come into the world, not Without, but by 
the kno;vledge of God ; not in deſpite of him, bar by his ſuffering of ir. 

Objett. But holy then 1s he clear from having a hand in the death of him 
that periſheth ? 

Arnſw, Nothing is more ſure then that God could have kept Sinout of 
the iworld, if it had been his vill; and this is alſo as true, that it never 
came into the world with his l:king and compliance : And for this, you 
mu confider that Sin came into the world by tivo Reps ; 

I, By being offered. 
2. Byprevailing 

Touching the firſt of theſe, God without the leaſt injury to any Crea- 
ture in Heaven or Earth, might not onely ſuffer it, but ſo far countenance 
the ſame : that is, ſo far forth as ſor trial onely: As it1s {aid of eAbra. 
ham , God tempted Abraham to ſl2y his onely Son, and led Chriſt by the Spi- 
Tit into the Wilderneſs to be cempted of thz Dzvil, This 1s done with= 
out any harmat all; nay, it rather protuceth good ; for 1t tends to dif. 
cover Sinc-rity, to exeiciſe Faitnin, and Love to his Creator ; alſo to 
put him in mind of the continual need hz hath of depending on his God 
for the continuation of help and ftrength, and to provoke to Prayers to 
God, when ever ſo engaged. Ge. 22.1,2. Mark x, 12, Lukeqa, x 
Dear.8.1,2,3. 1Pet.1.7,8. Heb.g.7. Matth.25.41. . 

Objeft. Bur God did not onely admit that Sin ſhould be cffered for 
trial, andthere to izy ; but did iuffer it to prevail, and overcone the . 
World. 

Arnſw. Well, this is granted : But yet conſider, - 

T7. GodGid neither ſutfer it, nor yet conſent it ſhould, but under this 
conſideration; If Adamyupriigat Adam, gave way thereto, by forſaking his 
Command, 1» the day thou eateſt thererf,, thou ſhalt ſurely die : Which 
Adam Gid, not decauſe God did compel him or periwace him toit, but 
voluntarily of his own mind, contrary to his God's Command : So then, 
God by ſuffering fin to break into the World,did it rather in Judgement, 
as difliking Adzm's Act, and as apunithment to man for hiitening to the 


Tempte: ; and as adiſcovery of his anger at mans diſovedience ; then 
to 
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to prove that he 15 guilty of the miſery of his Creature.Gez.2.17, & 2.2, 

2. Conſider allo, that when God permitted Sin for trial,it was, when 
offered firſt, to them onely who were upright, and had ſuſficient ſtrength 
to refit it, 

3. They were by Gods Command to the contrary, driven to no Brait 
to rempt them to encline to Satan : Of every Tree of the Garden thou mayjt 
Freely eat, ſaith God ; onely let this aloze, : 

4. As touching the' beauty and goodneſs that was in the ObjeR unto 
which they were allured ; What was it? Was it better then God ? Yea, 
was it b2tter then the Tree of Life ? for from that they were not exemp- 
ted till afier they had finned, Did not God know belt what vas belt to 
do them good ? 

5. Touching him that perſwaded them to do this wicked AR ; Was hi; 
word more to be valued for truth, more to be ventured on for ſafety, or 
more to be honoured for the worthineſs of him that ſpake, then was his 
that had foibad it > The one being the Devil, with a Lie, and to kill 
them ; the other being God, with his Truth, and to preſerve them ſafe. 

Ozeſt, But was not Adamunexpectedly ſuprized ? Had henotice be- 
fore-hand, and warning of the danger ? for God foreſaw the bulineſs. 

A»ſw,Doubtleſs God was fair and faiihſul to his Creature in this thing 
alſo ; as clearly doth appear from theſe conſiderations : 

I, The very Commandment that God gave him, fore-beſpake him 
well to look about him; and did indeed inlinuate that he was likely to 
be tempted. 

2, Itis yet more evident, becauſe God doth even tell him of the dan» 
oer; In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

3. Nay God by ſpeaking to him of the very Tree that was to be for- 
born, telling him alſo where it Rood, that he might the better know it ; 
did in effe& expreſly ſay unto him, Adam, If thou be tempted, it will be a- 
bout that Tree, and the fruit thereof ; wherefore if thou findeſt the Tempter 
there, then beware thy life, 

To conclude then : Though Sin did not come into the World without 
Gods ſufferance, yet it did without his liking : God ſuffered alſo Carz to 
kill his Brother, and /-»-4e/ to mock at Iſaac, but he did not like the 
ſame. Gen.4.9,10,11, Gal,g.30, 

Secondly, Therefore though God was firſt in concluding Sin ſhould 
be offered to the World ; yet man was the firlt that conſented to a being 
overcome thereby. | 

Thirdly then, Though God did fore-determine that Sin ſhould enter, 
yet it Was not but with reſpect to certain terms and conditions, which yet 
was not to be enforced by vertue of the determination, but permitted 
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be compleated by the voluntary inclination of a perfe and upright man. 
And in that the determnunation was molt perfectly infallible, it was tho- 
roi the foreſight of the undoubted inclination of this good and Upright 
Perſon, 
Queſt, But might not God have kept Adam from inclining,if he would > 
Anſw, What more certain? Bur yet confider, 

1x, Adam being no\v an upright man, he was able to have kept himſelf, 
had he bur looked to it as he ſhould and might. 

2. This being ſo, if God had here ſept in, he had cither added that 
which had been needleſs, and ſo had not obtained thankfulneſs; or elſe 
had made the ftrepgth of Adam uſeleſs, yea bis own workmanſhip in ſo 
creating him, ſuperfluous ; or elſe by conſequence imperfe&. | 

3. If he had done ſo, he had taken Adamftrom his duty, which was to 
truſt and believe his Maker ; he had alſo made void the end of the Com- 
mandment, which was to perſwade to watchfulneſs, diligence, ſobriety, 
and contentedneſs; yea, and by ſo doing would not onely himſelf have 
tempted Adam to tranſgreſſion, even to lay afide the exerciſe of that 
rength that God had already given him ; but ſhould have become the 
Pattern, or the firſt Father to all looſneſs, idleneſs, and negle& of duty, 
Which would alſo not onely have been an ill example to Adam to conti- 
nue to neglect ſo reaſonable and wholſome Duties, but would have been 
to himſelf an Argument of defence to retort upon his God, when he had 
come at another time to reckon with him for his miſdemeanors, 

Many other weighty Reaſons might here be further added for Gods 
vindication in this particular, but at this time let theſe ſuffice, 


CHAP, VIL 


Whether any under eternal Reprobation have juſt cauſe to quar« 
rel with God fer not Blefing of them ? 


Hat the Anſier to this Queſtion may be to edification, recal again 
T what I have before aflerted; to wit, That for a man to be left our 
of Gods Election, and to be made a Sinner, is tvo things ; andagaing 
For a man tobe not Ele&, and to be condemned to Hell fire, is two 
things alſo : Now I ſay, if non-EleRion makes no man a Sinner, and 
if it appoints no man to Condemnation neither, then what ground hath 
any Reprobate to quarrel with God for not EleRting of him ? Nay, fur- 
ther, Reprobation confidereth him upright, leaveth him upright, and ſo 
turneth 
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rurneth him into the World ; what wrong doth God do him, theugh he 
hath not ele&ted him? What reaſon hath he that is left in this caſe to 
quarrel againſt his Maker ? 

If thon ſay, Becauſe God hath not choſen them, as well as choſen 
others : I aniiver, /Vay #ut O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God ? 
Shall the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt thou made mo this > 
Behold, a th: Cl.ty 75 iz the hand of the Potter, ſo are ye in my hand, O Hove 
of Iſracl, ſaith the Lord God, So then, it 1 ſhould ſay ro more but that 
God is the onely Lord and Creator, and that by his Soveraignty he hath 
poler to diipoſe of them according to his pleaſure, either to chuſe or ro 
refuſe, according to the counſel of his o'vn Will, who could objeR againit 
him and be guiltleſs> He giveth no acconut of any of his ways, ard what 
his Saul defireth, that do:n he, Rom,g9.,20,21, Jer, 18, 6, Job 23. 12, 


& 33.13. 
Again, God1s#:.zr then man, and therefore can they a reaſon for 
What he acts and does, Hotn vary 22. ynzre at preſent thou ſeeſt none :* 


Shall God ihe on<l, wie, be arraign:d at ths Bar of thy blind Reaſon, 
and there bz judg0 anc condennngd for his Acts done in Eternity 2 Who 
bath direttcd the Spirit of the Lord, or who kath been hts Connuſellour ? Do 
you not know that be 1s far More above us, then we are adove cur Horſe 
or Mule that is without nnderftanding 2 Great things doth he, that we can- 
xot comprehend ; great things aud unſearchable, aud marvellous things with= 
out nzmber, Rom.11.3435. Fob [90.375 

But I ſay, Should we take it well if our B2aft thould call us to account 
For this and the other righteous Act, and judge us unrighteous, and our 
Ads ridiculcus, and all becauſe it {22s no reaſon for our ſo doing > Why 
we are 45 Beaſts before God, Plal, 73422. 

But again, Tocome yet more cloſe to the point : The Reprobate quar- 
reis with Ged, becauſe he hath not elecedhim; well, but is not God 
the Miller of his own Love? Andis not his Will the only Rule of his 
Mercy? \ndmay he not,vithout he give offence to thee, lay hold by elefte 
ing Love and Mercy on whom himſelf pleaſerh ? Mutt thy Reaſon, nay, 
thy Luſt, be the Ruler, Orderer, and Diipoter of his Grace ? May 
ot do what I will with mine own, ſaith he ? Is thine eye evil, becauſe mine 
25 pood ? Matth.209.15. 

Further, What harm doth God to any Reprebate, by not EleQing of 
him? He was, as hath bzen ſaid, conſidered Upright, io formed in the 
AR of Creation, and {o turned into the World: Inde:d he was not 

' EleRed, but hath that taken any thing from him ? No verily, but lea- 
veth him in good condition : There is good, and better, and beſt of all ; 
he that is in a good eſtate (though others throvgh free Grace aie in a ſax 

better) 
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better) hath not any cauſe to murmur either with him that gave him ſuch 
a place, orat him that is placed above him. In a word, Reprobation 
maketh no man perſonally a Sinner, neither doth EleQion make any 
man perſonally Righteous: Tt is the conſenting to fin that makes a man 
a Sinner, and tne imputation of Grace and Righteouſneſs that makes 
ooſpelly and perſonally Juſt and Holy. 

Bt again, Seeing 14 is Gods Ad co leave ſom2 out of the hounds of 
bis Ele&ion, it mult needs be | thzrefore] poitively good : Is that then 
which ts good in it ſelf , made ſinuatothee? God forbid : God doth not evil 
by leaving this or that man out of his Ele&ing Grace, though he chuſe 
others to Eternal Life, through Jeſus Chrift our Lozd, Wherefore there 
is not a Reprobate that hath any Cauſe, and therefore no juſt Cauſe, to 
quarrel with his Maker, for not ele&inz of him. 

And that, beſides what hath been ſpoken, if you conſider, 

I, For God to Ele&t, is an Act of Soveraign Grace ; but to paſs by, 
or to refuſe ſo to do, 1s an At of Soveraign Power, not of Injuſtice. 

2. God migit therefore have choſe whether he would have Ele&ed 
any, or ſo many or few ; and alſo which and where he would. 

3. Seeing then that all things are at his diſpoſe, he may faſten EleQ- 
ing Mercy where he pleaſeth ; and other Mercy, if hz will, to whom and 
when he will. 

4. Seeing alſo that the [eaſt of Mercies are not deſerved by the beſt of 
Sinners ; men, inſtead of quarreling againſt the God of Grace, becauſe 
they have not what they liſt, ſhould acknowiedge they are unworthy of 
their breath ; and alſo ſhould confeſs that God may give Mercy where he 
pleaſeth, and that too, both which or what, as allo to whom and when he 
will ; and yet be good, and juſt, and very gracious {ill ; Nay, Fob ſaith, 
He taketh away, who can hinder him? Or whowill [ay untohim, What doeſt 
thou ? Joh 9.12, 

The Will of God is the Rule of all Righteouſneſs, nzither knoweth 
he any other way by which he governeth and ordereth any of his Actions, 
Whatſoever God doth, it is good becarſe he doth it; wiether it be togive 
Grace, or to detain it ; whether in chuling or refufting. The confidera- 
tion of this, made the holy men of old aſcribe Righteouſneis to their Ma- 
ker, even then when yet they could not ſee the reaſon of his Actions : 
They would rather ftand amazed, and wondzr at the heights and depths 
of his unſearchable Judoements, then quarrel at the ftr229e and molt 
obſcure of them. F-b 34.10,11,12, & 36.3. Jer, 12.1, Job 37.23. 
Roms. 11, 33, 

God did not intend that all that ever he would do, ſhould be known 


to every man, no nc yet tothe Wiſe ans Prudent : Itis as much a duty 
D lome. 
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ſometimes to ay our ſelves and wonder, and to confeſs our ignorance 
in many things of G4,as tis to do other things that are duty without dil- 
pute. So ther, let poor Duſt and Aſhes forbear to condemn the Lord, 
becauſe he goeth bzyond them ; and allo they (houl2 beware they ſpea 

not wickedly for him, though it be, as they think, to juſtifie his Actions. 


The Lord i righteous tn all bus Ways, and holy 19 all bis Works, Dat. 1, 


2.5. L Cor,2,8, Job F3;0,73 8, P[al. I45, I7> 


CHAP. VIIL 


iV bether eternal Reprobation in its ſelf, or in its DoFrine, b: 
in very deed an bindrance to any man in ſeeking the jalya- 
tion of his Scul ? 


'N my Diſcourſe upon this Queſtion, I muſt intreat the Reader to mind 
well :xhat 1s premiſed 1n the b2ginning of the former Chapter, waich 


1:, That Reprodation makes no man a Sinner, appoints no man to Cen- . 


demnation, but leaveth him uprigat after all, So then, though God 
doth leave the moſt of men without the bounds of his Eletion, his fo do- 
ing is neither in it ſelf, nor yet its DoQrine (in very deed) an hindrance 
to any man in ſeeking tae ſalvation of tis Soul, |» 
I. Ic hindreth no: 1n its ſelf, as is ciear by the enſuring Conſiderations : 
2, That Which bindereih him, 1s the weakneſs that came upon him 
by reaſon of Sin : Noiv God onely made the Man, but mans liſtening to 
Satan made hima Sinner ; which 1s the Cauſe of all his weakneſs : This 
taerefgre is it that hindereth him, and that alſo diſ-inableth him in ſeek- 
ing the ſalvation of his Soul, Let no menu [ay when he is tempted, [am 
rempted of God - for God cannot be texppted of ew, nether tempteth be any 
2241. God made ran upright, but he hath ſought out maxy inventions, Ezek, 
16,30, Jam. 1.10, Ecciei.7.29, Hoſ.13.9. & 14.1, Gen.3.3,0,10,11, 
2, It hindereth'not in it ſelf, forit taketh not any thing-from a man 
that would help him, might it continue ita him; it takes not away the 
leaſt part of his Strength, Wiſdom,Courage,Innocency, or Will to good ; 
21] theſe were loſt by the fail, : that day when he died the death. Nay, 
Revrobation under ſome conſideration did rather eſtabliſh all theſe upon 
the Reprobate ; for as it decrees him left, ſo left upright : Wherefore 
mans hindrance cometh on him from other means, even by the Fall, + 
and not by the ſimple Act of Eternal Reprobation, + Gez.3, 


3. As Reprobation hindereth not either of theſe tivo ways, ſo net- - 


ther 
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ther is it from this fmple Act that Satan is perthitted either to tempt 
them, that they might be tried, or that they might be over-thrown. 

1, It is not by this A that Satan is permitted to tempt them that they 
might be tried ; becauſe then the,Son of God himſelf muſt be reached 
by this Reprobation ; he being tempted by the Devil as much, if not 
more then any : Yea, and then muſt every one of the EleX be under 
Eternal Reprobation ; for they alſo, and that after their Converſion, 

are greatly aſſaulted by him : ary are the troubles of the Righter, &c, 
Matr.4.1,2. Mark 1,12, Heb,2.17, & 4.15, 

2, Neither is it from the Act of Reprobation that ſin hath entred the 
World, no more then from Election ; becauſe thoſe under the Power of 
EleRion did not onely fall at firlt, but do till generally as fouly, before 
Convettion, as the Reprobate himſelf. Whereas, if either the Temp- 
tation, or the Fallzwere by vertue of Reprobation, then the Reprobates, 
and they onely, thould have bezn rempted,and have fallen. The Temp- 
ration then, and the Fall, doth come from other means, and: ſo the hin= 
drance of the Reprobate, than from Eternal Reprcbation, For the Tem= 
ptation, the Fall and Hindrance being univerſal, but the A& cf Repro- 
bation particular, the hindrance mult needs come from ſuch a Cauſe as 
taketh hold on all men, which indeed is the Fall ; the Cauſe of which, 
was neither Election nor Reprobation, but mans voluntary Liftening to 
the Tempter. MAom.3.9. 

2. Itis yet far more evident'that Reprobation hindreth no man from 
ſecking the Salvation of his Soul ; becauſe notwithlianding all that Re= 
probation doth, yet Gcd giveth to divers of the Reprobates great incou= 
ragements thereto; to wit, the Tenders of the Goſpel in general, not 
excluding any ; great Light alſo to underſtand it, with many a ſweet 
taſte of the good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come : 
he maketh themTometimes alſo to.be partakers of the holy Ghoſt, and 
admitteth many of them into fellowſhip with his Ele& ; yea, ſome of 
them to be Rulers, Teachers and Governours in his Houſe : All which 
without doubt both are and o:1ght to de great incouragements even to the 
Reprobates thzmſelves, to ſeek the Salvation of their Souls, at, 1x, 
28, Rev,22.17, Heb.6.4,5. Mat.25.1,2, At,1.,16,17, 

II.As it hinareth not 1n its ſelf,ſo ir hindreth not by its DoErine ; For, 
All that this Doctrine ſaith, 1s, That ſome are left out of Gods EleQion, 
a5 conſidered upright, Now this Dcarine cannot hinder any man : for, 

1, No man (till Rands upright, 

2, Though ic ſaith ſome are lefr,yet 1t points at no man, it nameth no 
man, it binds all faces in ſecret : S» then, if it hinder, it hindreth all, 
even the Ele&as well as Reprobate ; for the Reprobate hath as much 
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oround to judge himſelf EleR, as the very Elect himſelf hath, before he 
be converted, b-ing both alike in a ſtate of Nature and Unbelief, and- 
both alik#+;/415 liable to the Curſe, for the breach of the Command. 
ment. Again, As they are equals here, ſo alſo have they ground alike 
tocloſe in with Chriſt, and live; even the open, free, and full Invita- 
tion of the Goſpel, and Promiſe of Life and Salvation, by the Faith of 
Jeſus Chiit, Epheſ.2,1,2, Rom.3.9. Joh.3.16, 2Cor.g.,19,20,21,22, 
Rev.21.6. 7 22.17, ; 

3. Iris evident alſo by experience, that this DoGtine doth not (in 
deed) neither can it hinder any (this Doctrine I mean, when both rightly 
faced, and rightly uied:) Becauſe many who have been greatly afflicted 
about this matter, have yet at laſt had Comfort ; which Comfort, when 
they have received it, hath been to them as an argument that the thing 
they feared before, was not becauſe of Reprobation rightly tated, bur irs 
Do@rine much abuſed, was the Cauſe of their Affliction, And had they 
had the ſame Light at firſt, they received afterwards, their troubles then 
would ſoon have fled, as alſo now they do, Wherefore diſcouragement 
comes from want of Lighr, becauſe they are not Skilful in the Word cf 
Richreonſneſs : for had the diſcouragement at fiſt been true, (which yet 
it co1id not be, unleſs the perſon knew by nains himſelf under eternal 
R-pr..bition, which is inceed impoſſible) thzn his Light would have pin- 
ched him harder ; Light would iacher have faltenea this his fear, then 
at all have rid himof it, FHeb,g.12,13,14. 

Indeed the Scripture ſatth,the Word 1s to ſoine the ſavour of Death un- 
to D-:ath, when to others the ſavour of Life unio Life 2 But mark, it 1s 
not this Doatrine in partic'1{ar, if ſo mu? 28 ſome other, that doth de- 
Rroy the Reprobate: It was Refpit z: which Pharaoh hardened his heart, 
and the Grace of G.d that the Reproh ates »f old did turn into Laſctviouſ- 
neſs: Yea, Chiilt the Saviour of tas World, is a ſftambling-Block unto 
ſome, and a Rock of Offexce unts 0153215, Par yet again, Conſider tnat 


neither He,nor 4» of Gods D:G&riges,erc ſo fmpl),andfin their own true: 


natural force and drift : for They eget n+ 11::Þ:1fef, They provoke to no 
wantonnels, neither do They in the 1-:R1in c0--2 to impenitency 3 all 
this cones trom that Ignorance and Wickednc!; thar came by the Fall : 
Wheretore it is by reaſon of That aiſo, that ihzy tumble, and fall, and 
orow Weak, and are diſcouraged, and ſplit themſclves, either at the Do- 


Erine of Reprobation, or at any other Truth of God. Exod.8.15.. 


ude 4,1 Pet,2, 
Laltly, To conclude as I began,There is no man while in this World, 
thc doth certainly know that he is lefr ont of tac Elefting Love of the 


oreat God ; neither hath he any ward 1n.the whole Bidie, to perſivade. 


hin 
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him ſo to conclude and believe ; for the Scriptures hold forth Sa{vation 
to the greateſt of Sinners : Wherefore though the AR of Reprobation 
were far more harſh, and its Doctrine alſo more ſharp and ſevere, yet 
it cannot properly be ſaid to hinder any. Itis a fooliſh thing in any to 
be troubled wich thoſe things which they have no ground to believe con- 
cerns themſelves ; eſpecially when the latitude of their diſcouragement 
is touching their ovn perſons onely. The ſecret things belong unto the Lord 
our God, Indeed every one of the Worus of God ought to put us upon 
examination, and into a ſerious inquiry of our preſent ſtate and condi- 
tion, and how we nov doſtand for Eternity ; to wit, whether we are ready 
to meet the Lorc, o: ho itis with us: Yet when ſearch ts fully made, 
and the worſt come unto the worſt, the party can find himſelf no more 
then the chief of Sinners, not excluded from the Grace of God tendred 
in the Goſpel ; not from an Invitation, nay a Promiſe, to be imbraced 
and bleſt,if he comes to Jeſus Chritt., Wherefore he hath no ground to be 
diſcouraged by the Doctrine of Reprobation, 1T7Timay, At.9.19, 
2 Chron.33. Dem29.29. Joh. 7.37. & 6.37, Mark 2,17, 


CHAP. I X. 
Thether God weuld indeed and in truth, that the Goſpel, with: 


the Grace thereof, ſhould be tendred to thoſe that: yet be 
hath bound up under eternal Reprobation 2 


] © this Qyeſtion I ſhall Anſver, 

- Firſt, In the Languave cf our Lord, Go preach the Geſpel unto eve> 
ry Creature: anc. again, Look unto me, all ye Ends of the Earth, and be ye 
ſaved : And whoſ:ever will,” let him take the Water of Life freely, And the 
reaſon is, becauic Chriſt died for all, tatied death forevery man ; is the 
Saviour of thz World, and the Propitiztion for the fins of the whole 
World. MAark.16,15.Jſa,q45,22, Kev.22.17, Hebr,2,9. 2 Cor..l5. 
iTohn 4.14. & 2.1,2,3, . 

Secondly, 1 gather it from. thoſe ſeveral cenſures that even every one 
oceth under, that coth not receive Carilt, when offered 1n the general . 
Tenders of the Goſpzl; He that b:/1-:::5 r0r, ſhall be damned; Hethat 
believeth not, makes God a Lyar, b-cax/s be b:(1eveth not the Record that God 
hath given of his Son : and, Wo unto thee (, apernaum, wo unto thee Corazan, + 
wo tn thee Bethſaida ; with many other layings ; All waich words,wira 
Mapy , 
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many other of the ſame nature, carry in them a very great argument ts 
this very purpoſe : For if thoſe that periſh in the days of the Goſpel ſhall 
have, at lealt, their damnation heightened, becauſe they have negle&:d 
and refuſed to receive the Goſpel, it mult nezds be that the Goſpel was 
with all faithfulneſs to be tendred unto them ; the which it could not be, 
unleſs the death cf Chriſt did exrend it ſelf unto them : for the cffer of 
th2 Goſpel cannot, with Gods allowance, be offered any further then the 
ceath of Jeſus Chriſt doth go ; becauſe if that be taken away, there is 
indeed no Goſpel, nor Grace to be extended. Beſides, if by every 
Creature, and the like, thould be meant onely the EleR, then are all the 
periwaitons of the Goſpel to no effeR atall : for Rill the Unconverted, 
who are here condemned for refuſing of it, they return it as falt again : 
1 do not kuow I am Eleft, and therefore dare not come to Jeſus Chriſt ; for if 
the Death of Feſus Chriſt, and ſo the general Tender of the Goſpel, concern the 
Elect aloze ; I, not haowing my ſelf to ve one of that number, am at a mighty 
p/renge ; nor kaow I whether ts the greater ſin, to Believe, or to DeSþair © for 
1 ſay again, If Chriſt died onely for the Elf, &c. then, I no: kyowing my 
felf to be one of that unmber, dare nit believe the Go(h:1, that holds forth his 
Blood to ſave me ; nay, I think with ſafety may not, until 1 firſt do know I am 
Elect of God, and appointed therenzto, Joh.3.16, Matk 16,16, 1Joh.y, 
$,9,10, Matth.11,21,22, Heb.2.3. 

Thirdly, God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, would have all 
men Whatever, invited by the Goſpel to lay hold of Life by Chriſt, whe- 
ther Ele& or Repiobate : for though it be true; that there is ſuch a thing 
as Election and Reprobation, yet God by the Tenders of the Goſpel 1n 
the Miniſtry of his Word, looks upon men under arother Conſideration, 
to wvit, as Sinners ; and as Sinners invites them to believe, lay hold of, 
and embrace the ſame. He ſaith not to his Minilters, Go preach to the 
Elef, becanſe they are Ele ; and ſhat out others,becanſe they are not ſo: But, 
Go preach the Grfpel to Stnners as Sinners; and as they are ſuch, Go bid them 
come tome aud live, Anditmult needs be ſo, otherwiſe the Preacher 
could nzither ſpeak in faith, nor the People hear in faith : tirlt, the Prea- 
cher could not ſpeak in faith, bzcauſe he knoweth not the Elect from the 
Reprobate ;z nor tney again hear in faith, becauſe, as unconverted, they 
would bz always 1gnorant of that alſo: So then, the Miniſter neither 
knowing whom he thould offer Life unto, nor yet the People which of 
them are to receive it ; how could the Word nov be preached in faith 
ith power ? And how could the People believe and embrace 1t2 Bur 
no'v the P.e:cher offering mercy in the Goſpel to Sinners, as they are 
Sifiners, here is way made for the Word to be ſpoke in faith, becauie his 
Hearers aie Sinners ; yea, and incouragement alſc for the People to re- 
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ceive and cloſe therevith, ttey underſtanding they are Sinners : Chriſt 
Teſmus came into the World to ſave Sinners, Luk.24.46,47, 

Fourthly, The Goſpel muſt be preached to Sinners as they are Sinners, 
without diſtinction of Elect or Reprobate ; becauſz neither the one no: 
yet the other (as confideied under thele imple As) are fit ſubjzRs to 
embrace the Goipel : for neither the one AR, nor yet the other, derh 
make either of them Sinners ; but the Goſpel is to be tender'd to men as 
they are Sinners, and perſonally under the curſe of God for fin : Where- 
fore to profer Grace to the Elect becauſe they are Elect, it is to profer 
Grace and Mercy to them, as not conſidering them as Sinners. And, I 
ſay, to deny it to the Reprobate, becauſe he is not Elected, it is not only 
a denyal of Grace to them that have no need thereof, but alſo before oc- 
caſion is given on their part, for ſuch a Diſpznſation. AndI ſayagiin, 
therefore, to offer Chriſt and Grace to man EleR, as imply ſo contider= 
ed, this adminifters to him no comfort at all, he being here no Sinner ; 
and ſo engageth not t2e heart atali to Jeſus Chriſt ; for that comes in, 
and is effe&ed on them as they are Sinners. Yea,to deny the Goſpel alſo 
to the Reprobate, becauſe he 1s not EleR, it will not trouble Lim at all ; 
for ſaith he, So 1 am not a Suuer, and ſo donut need a Sayiour, But now, 
becauſe the Elec have no need of Grace in Chriſt by the Goſpel, but ag 
they are Sinners, nor the Reprobates cauſe to refuſe it as th2y are Sin- 
ners ; therefore Chriſt by the Word of the Goſpel, is to be profered to 
both, without conſidering Ele& or Reprobate, even as they are Sinners, 
The whole have no need of the Phyſarian, but thoſe that ere ſick, Icame wot to 
call the Righteoms, bt S1zners to Repentauce, 2 Cor, 5, 14; I5. Luk.7, 
46,47. Muk 2.17. 

Thus you fee the Goſpel is to be tendred to all in general, as w2:ll to 
the Reprobate as to the Elect, to Sinners as Sinners ; and ſo ate they to 
reczive it, and tocloſe with the Tenders thereof, 


CHAP. 
Jeeing then that the Grace of Godin the Gofp:l, is by that to 
be profered to Sinners, as Sinners ; as well to the Repro- 


 bate as the Ble&3 ; Is it pofsible for thoſe who indeed are 
not Eleft, to receive it, and be ſaved ? 


© this Queſtion I ſhall anſwer ſeveral things : But firſt Tſhail ſher7 
& you what that Grace is, thatistendred in the Goſpel ; and ſecond- 
ly, vhat it 15t0 receive It and be ſaved, 
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Firſt then, The Grace that is offeced to Sinners as Sinners, without 
reſp2& to this or that Perſon, it 18a ſufficiency of Righteouſneſs, par- 
doning Grace, and Life, laid up in the Perſon of Carift, held forth in 
the Exhortation and Wol1d of the Goſpel, and promiled to be theirs that 
receive it; yea, I ſay, in ſouniverſal a Tender, that not one is by it ex- 
cluded or checked in the leaſt, but rather incouraged, if he hath the 
leaſt defire to Life ; yea, It 18 held forth to beger both Defircs and 
Longing: after the Life thu; laid upin Carilt, and held forth by the Gos 
ſpel. Foh.1.16.Col.1.19. 1 Jchag.xi,iz, At,13.38 39. Col,i.22. 
Rom 10.12,13,14, © 16.25,26, 

Secondly, To receive this Grace thus tender'd by the Goſpel,itis, 

I, Tobcelieve it is true, 
2, Toreceive it heartily and unfeignedly ihrough Faith. And 
3. Tolet ic have its natural ſvay,courle and authority in the Soul, 
and that in that meaſure, as to bring forth the cruits of 900d living in 
Heart, Word, and Life, both before God and Man. 
Now then to the Queſtion : 

Is it poſſible that this Tender, thus offered tothe Reprobate, ſhould by him 
be thus received and embraced, and he lie thereby ? 

To which I anſwer in the Negative, Nor yet for the Elect themſelves, 
I mean as conlidzred dead 1n treſpaſles and fins, which is the [tate of all 
men, EleQ as well as Reproite. Sothen, though there be a ſufficien- 
cie of Life and Righteouſn:\s laid up i Chriſt for all men,anil this ten- 
der'd by the Goſpel to them wittout exception ; yet fin coming in be- 
tween the Soul and the Tender cf this Grace, ic hath in truth diſabled 
all men, and ſo, notvithltandin this Tencer, they continue to be dead. 
For the Goſpel, I ſay, coming 1n word onely, {xveth no man, becauſe of 
mans imp2diment ; wiereſore hole that indeed are ſaved by this Goſpel, 
the Word comes not to them in wo:d onely, but alſo in piver, and in 
the holy Gholt, 1s mix2d wich Faith, even with the Faith of the opera- 
tion of God, by whoſe exceeding great and :nighty Power, they are rai- 
ſed from this death of fin, and inabied to embrace the Goſpel, Doubr- 
1:{2, al! men being dead in treſpaſſes and iins, and © captivated under 
rae power of the Devil, the Curſe of the Law, and ſhu. upin unbeliet; 
it mult be the Power of God, yea the exceeding greaine:s of at Poer, 
that raiſeth the Sov! from this condition, to receive the 20'v ofpel. 
Epheſ.2.1,2,3. ITheſſ.1.5,6. Col,2.12. Heb,q.r,2, E;iſ.1.18,iy,00, 

For man by nature (confider him at b{|t) can ſez no more, nor fo no 
Tore then what tbe Principles of Nature underſtands and heips io do 
which Nature being below the diſcerning of things tiuly, ſpintually, and 
ſavingly 200d, it mull needs fall ſhore: or receiving, loving and azlighting 

in 
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in them. The natural man recerueth zot the things of the Spirit of Gad, for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know them, becauſe they are Fhi= 
ritizally diſcerned. Now I ſay, It the naiutal man at beſt (for the Ele& 
b Yore Converſion are no tore, it quite ſo much) cannot Co this, how 
ſhall they attain thereto, bing now not onely cortupted and infeRed, 
but depraved, bewitched ang adcad ; ſwallaved up cf unbelief, ignorance, 
confution, hardneſs of neart, hatred of God, and the like > When a 
Thorn by nature bexreih Grapes, and a Tkilile bearech Figs, then may 
this thing bz, To lay hold of and receive the Goſpel by a true and ſa- 
ving Faith, itis an /*ct of the Soul as mace a New Creature, which is 
the Yorkmanſhip of God : Now he that hath wrin35t ws for the ſelf-ſame 
thing, is God, For @ corrip; Tree cannot bring forth good fruit, Can the 
Ethicpian change his shts ? i C0:,2,11,14, Mat.7.16,17,13, Luk,s6, 
43144545 JAI. 13.23: : 

But yet the Cauſe of this impoltivility, 

1. Lizth notin Reprobation, the Elec themſelves being as much un» 
able to receive 1t as the other, 

2, Netthr 1s 1t becauſe the Reprovate is excluced in the Tender, for 
that is univerſal, | - 

3. Neither is it becauſe there wanteth Arguments in the Tenders of 
the Goſpel, for there is not onely plenty, but ſuch as be perſwaſive, 
clear, and full of Rationality. ; 

4. Neither is it becauſe theſe Creatures have no need thereof, for 
they have broke the Law, | 

5. Wherefore it is, becauſe indeed they are by ſin dead, captivated, 
mad, ſeif- oppoſers, blind, alienated in their minds, and haters of the 
Lord. Behold the Ruines that Sin hath made ! 

Wherefore whoever receiveth the Grace that 1s tender'd in the Go- 
ſpzl, they muſt be quickned by the Power of God, their Eyes muſt be 
opened, their Underſtandings illuminated, their Ears unſtopped, their 
Hearts circumciſed, their Wills alſo rectified, and the Son of God re- 
vealed in them, Yetas Iſaid, Not becauſe there wanteth Argument in 
theſe Tenders, but becauſe men are dead, andblind, and cannot hear 
the Word. W#hy ds jou nt rderfland my Speech ? ſaith Chriſt : Even be- 
cauſe you canuot hear my word, AQ,g9.,15, & 26.9, 10, Pſal,110,3, Oal, 
1.15, Mat.11,27, John 8.43. 

For otheriiſe, as I ſaid but now, Thee is, 

I, Rationality enough in the Tendetrs of the Goſpel. 

2, Perſwaſions of weight enongh to provoke to Faith, And, 

2. Arguments enough to perſwade to continue therein, 

Firſt, Is it not reaſonable that man ſhould believe God in the profer of 
the Goſpel, and Life by 1t? E Seu 
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Secondly, Is there not reaſon, I ſay, both from the Truth and Baich- 
fulneſs of God, from the ſufhiciency of the Merits of Chiiſt, as :1fo 
from the freeneſ{s and fulneſs of the Promiſe > What unreaſonabie thins 
doth the Goſpel bid thee creait ? Or what falſhood doth it command 
thee toreceive for truth? Indeed in many points the Goſpel is; above 
Reaſon, but yet in never a one againſtit ; eſpecially in thoſe things 
wherein 1t b2ginneth with the Sinner, in order wo Eternal Life, 

Again, Touching its Perſvafions to provoke to Faith : 

Firſt, With how many Signs and Wonders, Miracles and mjoh: 

. . Oo 
Deeds, hath it been once and again confirmed, and that to this very 
end? Heb.1,1,2,3, 1Cor,14,22, Heb.6,18, Att.13.32, 

Secondly, With how many Oaths, Declarations, Atteſtations, and 
Proclamations, is it avouched, confirmed and eſtabliſhed > 

Thirdly, And ivhy ſhould not credence be given to that Goſpel that 
is confirmed by Blood, the Blood of the Son of God himſelf? Yea, that 
Goſpel that did never yer fail any that in truth have caſt themſelves up- 
on if, fince the foundation of the World, Fer.z.12, Gal,3.15, Heb, 
0,16,17,18. CF 12, 1,2,2, 

Again, As there is Rationality enough, and Perſwafions ſufficient, ſo 
*thereis alſo Argument moſt prevalent to perſivade to continue therein, 
and that too heartily, cheerfully, and unfeignedly unta the end: Did 
not, as I have ſaid, blindneſs, madneſs, deadneis, anc wilful Rebellion, 
carry them aivay in the vanity of their mindes, and overcome them, 
Epheſ.4.17,18,19. 

For, Fir, if they could but conſider how they have finned, how they 
have provoked God, &c. if they could but contider what a diſmal Rate 
the (tate of the damned is, and alſo that in a moment their condition is 
like to be the ſame, would they not cleave to the Goſpel, and live ? 

Secondly, The enjoyment of God, and Chriſt, and Saints, and An- 
oels, being the ſiveeteft ; the pleaſures of Heaven the moſt comfortable; 
and to live always in the height of Lignr, Life, Joy, Gladneſs imagi. 
nable, one would think were enough to perfiwvace the very Damned no: 
in Hel}. 

There is no man then periſheth for want of ſ:ficient Reaſon in the 
Tenders of the Goſpel, -nor any for want of Periwaitons to Faith ; nor 
yet b=cauſe there iwanteth Arguments to provok2 to continue therein. 
But the Truth is, the Goſpel in this hath to do with unreaſonable Crea- 
wres; With ſuch as will not betieve it, and that d=cauſe it is Truth : 
And becauſe 1 tell you the Truth, ſaith Chiilt, (therefore) you believe me? 
z20:, John 8.45. | : 

Quelt. Well, but if thzs is truth be thus, how then comes ut to paſs that ſome 
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ecereit and live for evir ? for you have ſaid before, That the Ele are as 
dead as the Reprobate, ani full as nyable as they (as men) to cloſe with theſe 
Tenders, and lite 

Anſw, Doubtleſs tais is true, and were the Elz& left to themſelves, 
they, thorow the Vickecnels of their heart, would periſh as do others, 
Neicher could all the reatonadie perſyaſive prevalent Arguments of the 
Goſpel of God in Clit, prevail to make any receive it, and live, 
Wherefcre here you Mult contider,that as there is Mercy proclaimed in 
th general Tenders of tne Golpel , fo there is alſo the Grace of Ele- 
Giocn 5 Waich Grace kindly over-ruleth and winneth the Spirit of the 
Choſen, vo1kKirg 16 tem tnat unfeigned clofing therewith, that makes it 
effcctval to their uncoudted Salvation ; Which indeed is the cauſe that 
not onely in other Ages, but alſo to this day, there is a Remnant that re= 
ceive this Grace ; they deing appointed, I ſay, thereto, before the world 

202m 3 preſerved 10 t1:Ne from that waich would undo them, and in- 
adled to embrace tae elotions Goſpel of Grace, and Peace, and Life, 
1 King.19, 15, Rom. 1 If. 2Th.5.9, 

Now there 18 a great difference between the Grace of Election, and 
of the Grace that 1s wrapp?d up in the general Tenders of the Goſpel ; 
a difference, 1 ſay,and that doth as to its timing, latituding, and working. 

x. Touching its f1m10g ; 1t 15 before, yea lcng before, there was eicher 
Tender of the Glace wrapped up in the Goſpzl to any, ot any need of 
ſuch a Tender. Epbeſ.1.4;5. 

2, They alſo difter in latitude the Tenders of Grace in the Goſpel 
are common and univerſal to all, bur the extention of that of Election 
ſpecial and peculiar to tome, There is a Remnant according to the Eleftion 
of Grace, Rom.LL.F. _ 

3. Touching the working of the Grace of EleRion ; it differs much 
in ſome things from the working of the Grace that is offered in the ge- 
neral Tenders of the Goſpel, As is manifeſt in theſe particulals: 

1, The Grace that is offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, 
calleth for Faith to lay hold upon, & accept thereof ; but the ſpecial Grace 
of EleRion, worketh that Faith Which doth lay hold thereof, Ad.16.3T, 
& 13.43, Phll,1,29. 21 heſſ,1,1 EF, 

2, The Grace that 1s offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, 
calleth for Faiih as 4 condition T:: 7, without \vhich there is no Life 3 but 
theſpectal Grace of Election worketh Faith in us withoxt any ſuch Condi- 
1104. Aark 16,1516, Rom.i1t.o,6, 

3. The Grace that is offer'd in the general Tenders cf the Goſpel, 
prom'ſerh Happineſs upon the condition of perſevering in the Faith only ; 
but the ſpecial Grace of Election cauſeth thu Perſeverance, Col. i.23s 
Epheſ.2,10, Rem.1T1,>, 1Pet,1,5,6,7, Eia 4. The 
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Secondly, Is there not reaſon, I ſay, both from the Truth and Baith- 
fulneſs of God, from the ſufhciency of the Merits of Chriſt, as 216 
from the freeneſs and fulneſs of the Promiſe > What unreaſonable thins 
doth the Goſpel bid thee creait > Or what falſhood doth jt command 
thee to receive for truth? Indeed in many points the Goſpel is; above 
Reaſon, but yet in never a one againltit ; eſpecially in thoſe things 
wherein it b2ginneth with the Sinner, in order to Eternal Life, 

Again, Touching 1ts Perſivafions to provoke to Faith : 

Firſt, With how many Signs and Wonders, Miracles and mighty 
Deeds, hath it been once and again confirmed, and that to this very 
end? Heb.1.1,2,3, 1Cor.14,22, Heb.6,18, Ad.1.32, 

Secondly, With how many Oaths, Declarations, Atteſtations, and 
Proclamations, is it avouched, confirmed and eſtabliſhed > 

Thircly, And why ſhould not credence be given to that Goſpel that 
is confirmed by Blood, the Blood of the Son of God himſelf? Yea, that 
Goſpel that did never yet fail any that in truth have caſt themſelves up- 
on it, fince the foundation of the World, Fer.3.12, Gal,3.15, Heb, 
o0116,17,158. & 12. 1,2,3. 

Aoain, As there is Rationality enough, and Perſwaſions ſufficient, ſo 


*thereis alſo Argument moſt pievalent to perſivade to continue therein, 


and that too heartily, chzerfully, and unfeignedly unto the end : Did 
not, a$ I have (aid, blindneſs, madneſs, deadnels, anc wilful Rebellion, 
carry them away in the vanity of their mindes, and overcome them. 
Epheſ.4.17,18,19. 

For, Fir, if they could but confider how they have finned, how they 
have provoked God, &c. if they could but contider what a diſmal Rate 
the (tate of the damned is, and alſo that in a moinent their condition is 
like to be the ſame, would they not cleave to the Goſpel, and live ? 

Secondly, The enjoyment of God, and Chriſt, and Saints, and An- 
oels, being the ſveeteſt ; the pleaſures of Heaven the moſt comfortable; 
and to live always in the height of Light, Life, Joy, Gladneſs imagt- 
nable, one would think were enough to perſwade the very Damned no 
in Hell, 

There is no man then periſheth for want of ſ:ficient Reaſon in the 
Tenders of the Goſpel, nor any for want of Periwations to Faith ; nor 
yet b-cauſe there wanteth Arguments to provok2 to continue therein. 
But the Truth is, the Goſpel in this hath to do with unreaſonable Crea- 
wres; With ſuch as will not betieve it, and that bzcauſe it is Truth : 
And becauſe 1 tell you the Truth, ſaith Chriilt, (therefore) you believe me? 
240! , John 8.45. : 

Queſt. Well, but if this iz truth be thus, how then comes ut to paſs that ſome 
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eceurtit ard live for evcr ? for you bave ſaid before, That the El: are as 
dead as the Reprobate, ani full as nyable as they (as men) to cloſe with theſe 
Tenders, and live. | 

Anſw, Doubtleſs tais is true, and were the El=& left to themſelves, 
they, thorow the vickeaneſs of their heart, would periſh as do others. 
Neiiher could all the r1ea'onavle perſivaſive prevalent Arguments of the 
Gotpel of God in Catitt, prevail to make any receive it, and live, 
W ncerefore here you mult contider,that as there is Mercy proclaimed 'in 

32 general Tenceis of tne Goſpel , ſo there is alſo the Grace of Ele- 
con 3 Which Grace kindly over-ruleth and winneth the Spirit of the 
Choſen, V01Kirng 18 nem that unfeigned clofing therewith, that makes it 
effectual to their uncoudtec Salvation ; Which indeed is the cauſe that 
not onely in other Ages, but alſo to this day, there is a Remnant that re= 
ceive this Grace ; they deing appointed, I ſay, thereto, before the world 
began ; preſerved 11 tne from that Which would undo them, and in- 
adled to embrace tae glonious Goſpel of Grace, and Peace, and Life. 
I K1zg. 19,123, Ro.11 Fo 2Th:ſ}.5 9, 

Now there 1$ a great difference between the Grace of EleRion, and 
of the Grace tit 1s wrapp2dup in the general Tenders of the Goſpel ; 
a difference, I ſay,and that both as to its uming, latituding, and working. 

x, Touching its timing ; it 1s before, yea lcng before, there was eicher 
Tender of the Grace wrapped up in the Goſp21 to any, or any need of 
ſuch a Tender. Epreſ.1.4;5. 

2, They alſo differ in latitude ; the Tenders of Grace in the Goſpel 

"Ee common and univerſal to all, but the extention of that of Election 
ſpecial and peculiar to lome, T here 25 a Remaant according to the Eleftion 
of Grace, Rom... 

3. Touching the working of the Grace of EleQion ; it differs much 
in ſome things from the working of the Grace that is offered in the ge- 
neral Tenders of the Goſpel, As is manifeſt in theſe particulars: 

1, The Grace that is offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, 
calleth for Faith to lay hold upon, & accept thereof ; but the ſpecial Grace 
of Ele&tion, worketn that Faith which doth lay hold thereof, Aft.16.31, 
& 13.48. Phil,1.29, 27 heſ},1,11, 

2, The Grace that 18 oftered 1n the general Tenders of the Goſpel, 
calleth for Faiih as 4 condition 13 745, Without Which there is no Life ; bur 
the ſpectal Grace of Election worketh Faith in us without any ſuch Condi= 
1103, Aark 16,1516. Rom.1i1.5,6, 

3. The Grace that is offer'd in the general Tenders cf the Goſpel, 
prom'ſeth Happineſs upon the condition of perſevering in the Faith only; 
but the ſpecial Grace of Election cauſeth thu Perſeverance, Col. 1.234 
Epheſ.2,10, Rem. T1,7, 1Pet,1,5,6,7, E 2 4. The 
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4. The Grace offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, when it 
ſparkleth molt, /e2veth che greateſt part of men bzhindir ; but the ſpecial . 
Grace of Election, when it ſhineth leaſt, doth izfallibly bring every Soul 
therein concerned to eveilaſting Life, Rem.10.16. & $,33,24,35, 

Fo A man may overcome and put out all the Light and Life that is b2- 
oottenin him by the general Tenders of the Golpel ; but zone hall aver- 
come, or make void, or fruftrate the Grace of EleQicn, Tude 4, 2Per, 
2,20,21,22,, 44t.24.24, Rim,t1,142,3:07c. 

6, The general Tenders of the Goſpe], conſidered vithout a concur- 
rance of the Grace of Election, helps not the Ele himſelf, when ſadly 
fallen. Wherefore when 1 ſay, The Grace that is offercd in the genera! 
Tenders of the Goſpel, 1 mean that Grace when offer'd, as not beings 
accompanied with a ſpecial operation of Gods eternal Love, by way cf 
conjunction therewith, Otherwiſe the Grace thatis tender'd in the ge- 
neral offers of the Goſpel, is that<which ſaveth the Sinner now, and 
that brings him to everlaſting Life ; that is, when conjoyned with that 
Grace that blefleth and maketh this general Tender cffecually cfcaci- 
ous. The Grace of Election worketh not without, but by theſe Terders 
oenzially ; neither doth th2 Grace thus tender'd, effectually wo:k, bur 
by and with the Grace of Eletion : As mary as were ordained to eternal 
Life, believed : The Word being then effeRual to Life, when the hand 
of the Lord is effeQually therewith to that end. They ſpake (ſaith the 
Text) :::0 the Grecian, preaching the Lord Jeſus , and rhe hand of the Lord 
was with them, aad a great numler believed, and turaed untothe Lord, Acts 
$2.49, Mark 16,20, At,11,21. | 

We iwuſt always put difference between the Word of the Goſpel, and 
the Power that manageththar Word ; we muſt put difference batween 
the common and more ſpecial operations of that Power alſo; even as 
there is evidently a dMference to be put between thoſe words of Chritt 
that were effecual to do what wis ſaid, and of thoſe vords of his which 
were but words onely, or at l:ait not [{o] accompanied with Power. As 
for inſtance; That ſame Jeſus that ſaid to the Leper, S47 zothing to any 
EL (21d alſo to Lazarms, Cone forth ;; yet the one cheyed, the other 
did not ; though he that obeyed was leaſt in a capacity todo it, hz being 
now dead, and itunk in his Grave. Indeed unb2iief hath hindred Chrilt 
much, yet not when he putreth forth himſelfas dmighty, but when he 
doth ſuff:r himſelf by th2m to be abuſed viho are to be dealt with by or- 
dinary means: Otherwile legions of Devils, vith ten thouſand impedi- 
ments, mult fall down before him, and give way unto im, There 1s 2 
ſpeaking, and a | ſo| ſpeaking :; They \ fs\ ſpake, that a great multitnic, 
both of the Jews, and alſo of the Greeks, believed, Even as I have hintea 
alteady, 


p 
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already, there is a difference between the coming of the Word when ir 
is in Power, and hen it is in Word onely, - So then, the bleffed Grece 
of EleQion chuſeth this man ro £059, not becauſe he & gocd ; it chuſeth 
him to b2lieve,not becauſe he deth delieve ; 1t cbuſeth him ro perſevere, 
not becauſe hedarb ſos it fore-ordairs that this man ſh.ul be created in 
Cit Jeſus unio tcod works, not If a Man wi create Himſelf thereto. 
Atts 14.1, 1Tkeſ.1.5,6,7, Exheſ.1.4,5. 1Pet,1.2. Epueſ.2,10, 

What thall we ſay then? Is the fault in God, if any perith 2 Doubt- 
leſs no; nor yet in his Act of eternal Reprebaticn neicher: Iris Grace 
that ſaveth ibe EleR, but Sin that dens the Reſt : It is ſuper-abundanr 
Grace that cauſeth the Ele to cloſe with the Tencers of Lite, and live ; 
and it is the aboundirgs of Sin that holds ct the Reprodate from the ra- 
tional neccſlary ard abſolute Tende:s cf Grate, To conciuce then ; 
The Goſpel calleth for Credence as a Condition, and that both from the 
Ele& and Reprobate ; but becauſe nore of them doth, as dead in fin, will 
cloſe therewith,and live ; therefore Grace, by vertue of Ele&ting Love, 
puts forth it ſelf to work and Co for ſome beyor.d Reaſon ; and Jullice 
cuts cf others, for lighting io good, ſo gracious, and neceflary a means 
of Salvaiion, ſofu.'lboth of Kindneſs, Mercy and Reaſon, 


CHAP..X£ 


Seeing it is not, poſeible that the Reprobate ſhould receive this 
Grace and live, and aiſo fees this is infallibly fore-ſeen 
b Fe H - : 
of God ; an4 again, feerg God hath fore-determined to 
fufer it [a tobe ; Why doth he yet will and command that 
the Gofpel, and fo Grace in the general Tenders thereof, 
{hculd be profered unto them ? 


So 
VV ſy then 1s the Goſpel cffered them 2 Well, That there is ſuch 
/ a thing as etzsnal Rep:obation,l have theved you ; alio what 
ts eternal Reprobation ts, T have ovened unto you : And thall now 
Mew you alſo, That though thee Reprobates vill infallibly periſh, which 
od not only foreſaw, dat fore-determined to ſuffer them moit afliireoly 
io to do; yet there 1s reaſon, gieat reaſon, why the Goſpel, and ſo the 
Grace of God thereby, ſhould be ter.cr2d, and riat in general terms, to 
nem as ivell as otiers, 
But b.fore 1 come to ly the Reaſons d<ſore you, I mult mind you afreſh 
vf theie paruculats : 3, That 
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I, Thit ctzrnal Reprobation makes no man a Sinner, 

2, Thatthe fore-knowledge of God that the Reprobate veuld periſh, 
makes no man a finner. 

3. That Gods infillible determining upon the damnation of him that 
p<riſheth, makes no man a ſinner. 

4. Goos patience and long-liffering, and forbe2rance, until the Re- 
prodate fits himſelf for eternal delttuction, makes no man a finner. 

So then, God miy reprobate, may ſuffer the R:probate to fin, may 
fore-determine his infallible damnation, through the rr:-confideration 
of himiniia, and may alto foibzar to work that eff:ct:1al work in his 
Soul that wo.ld infall:bly biting him oat of this condition, and yet nei- 
ther bz the Author, Conctiver, nor Mans of mars fn and miſery. 

Again, God may infallibly foreſee that this Reprc52tz, when he hath 
fianed, will be an unreaſonable oppoſer of his o;vn (alvation; and may 
allo determine to ſuffer him to fin, & bez thus unreaſonable to the end,yet 

2 Sfaclous, yea very gracious, if he offer him Life, and that onely upon 
reaſonable terms,which yet he denieth to cloſe with, 1ſa, 3,18, & 55.12. 
The Reaſons ate, 

I, Becauſe not God, bur fin, hath made him unreaſonable z without 
hich, reaſonable terms had done his work for him : for reaſonable 
terms are the molt equal and righteous terms that can be propounded be- 
tiveen patties at difference ; yea the terms that moſt ſuiteth and agreeth 
with a reaſonable Creature, fuch as Man, Nay, reaſonable terms ate, for 
terns, the moſt apt to work with thit man whoſe Reaſon is brought into 
and held captive by very ſence it ſelf. Exek.18. & 33. 

2, Godgoeth yet further, hz addeth Promiſes of Mercy, as thoſe that 
are inſeparable to the terms he offereth, even to pour forth his Spirit #- 
roth:m ; Twrn at my Reproof, and behold I will pour forth of my Spirit unto 
Jon, and incline jour ear ; come unto mt, hear aud your ſoul (hall live. Piov. 
L21,22,23,24,25,20,27, 

Now then to the Queſtion itſelf, to wit, That ſeeing it is impoſlible 
the Reprobate ſhould be ſaved ; ſeeing alſo this is infallibly foretcen of 
God, and ſzeing alſo that God hath before-hand determined to ſuffer 1t 
ſotob2; yet I ſhall ſhew you it is requiſite, yea very requitite, that he 
ſhould both will and command that the Goſpel, ani fo Grace 1n ae g2- 
neal T-nders th-reof, ſhould be profered unto them. 

The Firh REASON. 

And that firſt, To ſhevv that this Reprobation doth notin its ſelf make 
any man abſolutely uncapable of ſalvation : for if God had intended 
that by the At of Reprobation, the perſons therein concerned ſhould 
alo by that only A& have bezn mad? incapable of everlaſting Life, then 


this 
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this AX muit alſo have tied np all th2 means from them, that tefdeth to 
thatend ; or at leaſt have debatred the Goſpels being offered to them by 
Gods Command, for thatintznt; otherwite who is thre but would have 
charged the Holy One as guilty of vuile, and worthy of blame, for com- 
mancing that the Goſpel of Grace ani Salvation thould be offered unto 
this or that man, Wacm yet be tzath mace uncapable to rceive it, by his 
Act of Reprobation. Waeretore this very thing, to wit, that the Vo- 
{pel is yet to ve tencer'd to thoſe ereinallyteprovated, theweth that it is 
not ſimply the Act of Gods Repreooation, bur Sin, tart incapaciraterh 
the Creature of Life everlatting, Which Sin is no branch of this Re- 
probation, as 18 evident, becauſe n2 Elect and Reprobate are both alike 
defiled therewith. 


The Sccozd RE ASON 

Secondly, God zlſo ſheweth by tas, t 12 Reprodite doth not pe- 
Tith for want of. the cfters of Salvation (though he hath offended God) 
and that upon moſt rigateous terms z according to what 18 WIIten, eAs 
1 live, faith the Lord, [ have x0 pleaſzre 1: the death of him that dieth, but 
that the wicked turn from b& wicked way, and live, Turn uato me, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts ; and I will tura unto you, faith the Lord of Hoſts. So then, 
kere lieth the point between God and th2 Rexrobate, ( I mean the Re- 
probate ſince he hath finned) God is villing to ſave him upen reaſonable 
terms, but not not upon, terms above reaton; but no reaſonable terms 
will down with the Reprobate, therefore he muſt p2rith for his unzeaſon- 
ablencſs. Exck.18.31,32. & 33.10, Zech.1.3, 

That Gods willing to ſave even ihole that periſh for ever,is apparent, 
both from the confideration of the + cudne.s of his Nature, of Mans be- 
ing his C:eature, and indeed in ] milerab'e fate, ButT ay, as I have 
alſo ſid already, there i3 a great ©1fterence between his being willing to 
Ave them, through their corpplyirg with theſe his reaſonable terms, and 
his being reſolved to {ave tn mM, whether they, as men, Will cloſe there= 
with, or no: SoonuQly 1 fave h the ElcR themſelves, even according to 
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the rienes of 11s G .*, cce# according ro . z5 riches in glory, by Chriſt Fe fr ; 
workin. Lffeua | ihewi, Vnar the Goſpel, as a condition, calleth for 
from them, A: .::nce it isthathe is ſaid to give F:ith, (yea the moſt 


koty Faith, for t5-1.s thy Faich of Gods Ele&) to gi Repentance, to 
ive a n2y Her tn give his Fear, even that Feai  1at may keep them 
tor ever from - yerlating Ruine ; (ill ingaging hig Iſercy and Goodpeſs to 
follow them 2i1 :2 days of their lives, that they cy dw-il in the Houſe 
of the Le: 1 orever: And as another Scripture 'aith, Now hr that hath 
wrought 1+ the ſelf ſome thing, #5 God, Pſal,145.9.706 14.15.Foh.z, 
16, Epncſ.1.4,7, Phil.1.29, & 44.19, Att.5.30,31, Exck,36,26,27, 
Jer, 32440, Pſ1,23.0, Rom, 8,26,&@c,2Cor.5.5,00, Bar 
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But T ſay, His denyin? to do thus for every man in the World, cannot 
properly b: fxid to bz b:cauſ2 he is nor heercily willing they ſhould cloſe 
with the Tenders of thz Srace held forthin the Goſp2l, and live, Where- 
fore you mult conſider that there 1s a diltinCtioa tobe pat between God's 
denying Grace on reaſonable terms,and deny ing ic abſolutely ; and alfo 
that there isa difference between his with-holding further Grace, and cf 
hindring men from cloſing vin the Grace at prefent offered; alſo that 
God may With-hold much, waen be taketh aivay nothing 3 yea, take away 
much, when once avuied, and yet be jult and righteous Bill, Further, 
God may deny to do this or that abſolutely, when yet k2 hath promiſed 
to do, not onely that,buc more, congitionally, Which things contidered, 
you may with eaſe conclude, that ne may be willing to ſave thoſe not 
Ele&, upon reaſon2vle terins, thouga not withcut ti2n. 

Itis no untigatcoulnzſ(s in God to cff2r Grace unto the World, trough 
but on thoſe terms onely, that they are alſo foreſeen by him infali:bly co 
rej:& ; both becauſe to rejzet it 15 unreatonadle, eſpecially the tertns 
being ſo reafonadle as to d2lieve tie tiuth and live  andalſo becauſe it is 
Grace and Mercy in God, ſo much as once to offer means of Reconci- 
liation to a Sinner, he being the offender ; but the Lord, the God offen- 
ded ; they bzing but Duſt and Athes, He the Heavenly Majefly. Ir 
God, waen man had broke the Laiv,.had yet with all ſeverity kept the 
World to the utmoſt condition of 1t, had he then b:zen unjuſt ? had he 
injured man at all 2 - Was not every tittle of the Law reaſonable, both 
in the firſt and ſecond Table ? How much more then is he merciful and 
ogracions, even in but mentioning terms of Reconciliation? Eſpecially 
iccing he is allo willing ſo to cond:{cend, if they will believe his Word, 
and receive the love of the Truth. Thongh the Reprovate ther, doth vo- 
luntarily, and againſt all ftrength of reaſon, run himſelf upon the Rocks 
of eternal Miſery, and ſplit himſelf thereon, he periſheth in his own 
corruption, by rejeRing terms of Life. 2Theſſ.,2.10. 2Pet,2.12,123. 

ObjeR.1. But the Reprobate ts wot now in a capacityro fulſill theſe reeſon- 
able terms, | 

Azaſw. But I ſay, ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, is it bzcauſe Repro- 
bation made him uncapable, or Sin 2 Not Reprobation, but Sin : If Sin, 
then before he quarre!, let him: contider the caſe aright, where in the re- 
ſult, he will find Stn, bzing conſented to by his voluntary mind, hath 
thus Ciſabled him : And becauſe, I ſay, it was Sin by his voluntary con- 
ſent tha: did if, let tim quarrel with himſelf for conſenting, fo as to 
make inſelf incapable to clole wich reaſonable terms; yea, With thoſe 

erms becauſe reaſonable, tierefore moſt ſuitable {as terms) for h1n not= 
Witaſtanding his wickedacls. And I ay again, Foraſmuch as theſe rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable terms have annexed unto them, as their inſeparable COMPanionss 
ſach wonderful Mercy and Grace as indeed there is, let even thern thae 
perith, yet juſtifie God ; yea cry, Hts g:odneſs endureth for ever ; though 
they, through the wreechedneſs of their hearts, get no benefit by it, 

The Third RE ASON. 

Thirdly, God may will and command that his Goſpsl, and fo the 
Grace thereof, be tender'd to thoſe that ſhall never bz ſaved, (b>ſides 
what hath been ſaid) to ſhevv to all SpeCtators what an Enemy Sin, being 
once embraced, is to the Salvation of Man : Sin ivitkout the Tenders of 
the Grace of the Goſpel, could never have appeared ſo exce2ding ſinful, 
as by that it both hath and doth, Jf 1 had not come and [Þrben unto th:m, 
ſaith Chriſt, they had not had fin ; but now they have no cloak. for their [i«, 
As fins that oppoſe the Law, are diſcover'd by the Law, that is, by the 
o00dneſs, and jultneſs, and holineſs of the Lav ; ſo the fas that oapoſe 
the Goſpel, are made manifect by that, even by the Love, and Mercy, 
and Forgiveneſs of the Goſpel : | /f he that deſpiſed Moſes Law, died 
wit hunt mercy ; of how much ſorer pun ſhment, ſuppoſe ye,ſhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God ?] Who could have 
thought that Sin would have oppoſed that which is jult,but eſpecially Mzr- 
Ty and Grace, had ive not ſeen it with onc eyes? And hoy could we 
have ſeen it to purpoſe, had not God left ſome to themſelves? Here in- 
deed is fin made manitelt : For all be had done ſo many miracles amongſt 
them (to wit, to perſwade them to mercy) yet they believed him not, Sin, 
where it reigneth, 1s a mortal Enemy to the Soul ; it blinds the Eyes, 
holds the Hands, ties the Legs, and tops the Ears, and makes the Heart 
implacable to reſiſt the Saviour of Souls, - That man will neither obey 
the Law nor the Goſpel, who is leftunto his Sin : Which alſe God is 
willing ſhould be diſcovered and made manife(t, though it colt the dam- 
nation of ſoine : For thzs very parpoſe, ſaith God to Pharavh, have (raiſed 
thee up, that I might ſhew in thee my Power, and that my Name mi 7ht be de- 
clared in all the Earth, For God by railing up Pharaoh to bis Kingdom, 
and ſuffering him to walk to the height, according as his Sin did prompt 
him forvard, thew'd unto all beholders what a dreadful thing Sin is; and 
that without the ſpecial afliſtance of his holy Spirit, Sin would neither be 
charmed by Laiv nor Golpel. This Reaſon, though it be no profic unto 
thoſe that are damned ; yet itis for the honour of God, and the 200d Of 
thole he hath choſen, Fob, 15.22, Rom,7z, Hi,10,27,28,29, Joh.12. 
37. Exod.g.16, Rom.g.17, | 

It is for the honour of God, even for the honour of his Power and 
Mercy : for his Poiver 18 now diſcovered indeed, when nothing can taine 
Sin but that ; and 51s Meccy is here ſeen indeed ; becauſe that doth in- 
gage him to ao it, Read Row, 9.22423, F The 
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The Fourth RE ASON. 

Fourthly, God commandeth that the Tender of the Goſpel, and the 
Grace thereof, be in general offered to all, that Means thereby might be 
ſuſhciently provided for the Elect, both to beget them to faith; and to 
maintain it in them to the end, in what place, or late, or condition ſo- 
ever they are, Gecd, through the operation of his manifold Wiſdom, 
hathan end and an end in his Acts anc Doings amonglt the Children of 
Men: And,foin that be commandeth that his Goſpel be tender'd to all, 
an end, Iſay, to leave the Damned without excuſe, and to provide ſuf- 
ficiency of means for the gath21ing all his Ele&t. O that God world freak, 
ſaith Zophar, and open his month againſt thee, 2d ſhew thee the ſecrets of 11ſ- 
dom, that they are donble to that which#s, For though God work?th with 
and upon the Elect, otheriviſe then with and upon the Reprobate ; yet he 
worketh with and vpon the Ele&, with and by the ſame Word he com- 
mandeth ſhould be held forth and offered to the Rep:obate. Now the 
Text thus running in moſt free and univerſal terms, the Ele then hea- 
ring thereof, do throngh the mighty Power of God cloſe in with the 
Tenders therein held forth, and are ſaved, Thus that word that was of- 
fered to the reprobate Jews, and by them moſt fiercely rejected, even 
that word became yet effeEtual to the Choſen, and they were ſaved there- 
by. They gladly received the Word, and 4s many as were ordained to eternal 
Life, believed, Not as though the Word of God had taken none effect ; God 
bath not caſt away his People whom he fore-knew, The Word ſhall accom- 
plith the thing for wiich God hath ſent it, even the ſalvation of the few 
that 2re choſen, when tendred to all ; though reje&ted by moſt, through 
the reb21lion of their hearts. Epheſ. x. Fob 11.5,6, A4.13.44. to 48. 
> 28.28, Heb.,4.1,2,3, Rom.9.6. & 11,12, 

Obje&t.2, Brut if God hath elefted, as you have ſaid, what need he lay a 
Foundation ſo general for the begetting faith in his choſen Particulars, ſeeing 
the ſame Spirit that worketh in themby ſuch means, could alſo work in thens 
by ether, even by a word, excluding the moſt in the firſt Tenders thereof, a- 
rzongſt men ? 

Ayſw, I told you before, that though this be a principal Reaſon of the 
oeneral Tenders of the Grace of the Goſpel, yet it is not all the rea- 
:!0n hy the Tender ſhould be ſo general, as the thiee former Reaſons 
eV, 

But again, In the Bowels of Gods Decree of EleCion, 1s contained 
the means that are alſo ordained for the effeRual bringing of thoſe Ele- 
ted to that Glory for which they were fore-appointed ; even to gather 
together in one, all the Children of God : Whercnnio he called you, \aith 
Paul, by our Goijel, to the obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Feſw —_ 

_ Gods 
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God's Decree of Election then, deſtfoyeth not the means which his wit» 
com hath prepared, it rather eltabliſheth, yea ordains and eftzblitherh 
it ; and maketh that means which in the outvard ſound is indefinite ard 
general, effectual ro this and that man, through a ſpecizl and particular 
application : Thus that Chriſt that in general was offered to all, is by a 
ſpecial Act of Faith applied to Paul in particular ; He loved me, ar l gave 
himſelf for me, Job.11.51,52. 2 Theſ,2,13,14, Gal,2,20,21,22. 

Further, As the deſign of the Heavenly Majeſty is to bring his Elect 
to glory by means, fo by the means thus univerſal and general, as moſt 
behooful and fir ; if we confider not onely the Way it doth pleaſe kim 
to ork with ſome of his Choſen, in order to this their glory, but alto 
the trials, temptations,and other calamities they muſt co thorow thereto. 

1. Touching his working with ſome, how inviſible is it to thoſe in ivioſe 
Souls it is yet begun ? How is the Word buried under the Clods of their 
Hearts for months, yea years together ? Onely thus much is diſcovered 
thereof, it ſheweth the Soul its Sin, the which it doth alſo ſo aggravate 
and apply to the Conſcience (Jeſus ſill refraining, like Foſeph, to make 
himſelf known to his Brethren) that were there not general Tenders of 
Mercy, and that to the worſt of Sinners, they would ſoon miſcarry and 
perith, as do the Sons of perdition, But by theſe the Lord upholdeth 
and helpeth them, that they ſtand,when others fall for ever. P/al.119.49. 

2, Andſolikewiſe for their trials, temptations, and other calamities, 
b2cauſe God will not bring them to Heaven without, but by them ; there= 
fore he hath alſo provided a Word ſo large, as to lie fair for the ſupport 
of the Soul in all conditions, that.ic may not die for thit. 

- 3. I might adve allo in this place, their imperfe& Rate after Srace re- 
ceived, doth call for ſuch a Word ; yea, many other things which might 
be named : Which God onely wiſe hath thought fit ſhould accompany us 
to the Ship, yea in the Sea, to our defired Haven, : 

The Fifth REASON, 

Fifthly, God willech and commandeth the Goſpel ſhould be offered to 
all, that thereby diflinguiſhing Love, as to an inward and ſpiritual work, 
might the more appear to be indeed the fruit of ſpecial and peculiar 
Love. For in that the Goſpel is tender'd to all in general, when yet but 
ſome do receive it ; yea, and ſeeing theſe ſome are as unable,unwilling, 
and by nature as Mucn averſe thereto, as thoſe that refuſe it, and perith ; 
ir is evident that ſomerhing more of Heaven and the operation of the 
Spi11t of God doth accompany the Word thus tender'd for their Life and 
Salvation that enjoy it ; not now asa Ward barely tender'd, but backed 
by the ſtrength of Heaven : Behold what manier of Love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Children of God | even we whs 
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believe according to the working of bus mighty Power which be wrought 13 
Chrift, when he raiſed him from the dead. This provoketh to diſtinguiſh. 
ing adiniration,yea and alſo to a love like that which hath faſtened oy the 
Called, the Preſerved, and the Glorified : He hath ot dealt ſo with axy 
IVation ; and as for his Judgements,they have not kyown them, Praiſe ye the 
Lord, Now are the Sacritices boundeven to the Horns of the Altar,with 
2, Lord how ts it, that thou ſhonldſt maafeſt thy ſelf to us, axd n#t untathe 
Ivorld ! He ſent from above, he took, me, he drew me out of many Waters, he 
delivered me from my ſliroug Enemy, and from them that hated me, for they 
were to? ſlrong for me. 1Theſ.1.4,5,6,7. 1 Joh.3.1,2,2. Plal. 147,20. 
Joh.14,22, 2 Sam.22,17, Plal.18.16, 

For thus the Ele& confidereth: Though we all came alike into the 
World, and are the Children of Wrath by Nature ; yea, thongh we have 
alike ſo weakened our ſelves by fin, that the whole Head is fick, and the 
whole Heart faint, b2ing altogether gone. out of the way, and every one 
become altogether unprofitablz, both to God and our ſelves ; Yet that 
God ſhould open mine Eyes, convert my Soul, give me Faith, forgive 
my Sins ; raiſe me, when I fall; fetch me again,when I am gone aſtray ; 
this is wonderful! Yea, that he ſhould prepare eternal Manſions for me, 
and alſo k2ep me by his bleſſed and mighty Power for that ; and that in 
a iay of believing, which without his afſiftance I amno.way able to per- 
form ! That he ſhould do this notwithſtanding-iny:.Sins, though I had no 
Righteouſneſs! Yea, that he ſhould do it according to the Riches of his 
Grace, through the Redempticn that is in Jeſus Chiift our Lord ! Even 
according to an everlaſting Covenant.of .Grace, which yet the greateſt 
part of the World are void of, and will-for ever miſs and fall ſhort off ! 
Beſides, that he ſhould mollifie my Heart! break it, and then delight 
init; put his Fear init, and then look to me, and keep me as the Apple 
of his Eye; yea, reſolve to guide me with his Counſel,and then receive 
me to Glory ! Further, that all this ſhould be the effect of unthought-of,' 
undeſerved, and undefired Love ! That the Lord ſhould think: on this 
before he made the World, and ſufficiently ordain the means before he 
H2d laid the foundation of the Hills! For this he is vortby to be praiſed : 
Yea, Let everything that hath breath praiſe the. Lord ; Praiſe ye the Lord, 
Fpheſ.2,1,2,3, Ron.z.9. Iſa-1.5, .Rom, 3.12, Plal. 23.6, & 37.23, 
>Cor.5.5. Deut.9.5,6,7. Ezek.16.60,61,62,63. Deut.7.7,8.Mal.1.2, 
Pial.g1.17. Jer. 32.4. Iſa.66.2, Pſal.138.6. Jer.z1.3. 1Cor.2.9. 

ObjeR.3. *But you have ſaid lefore,That the Reprobate 15.alſa bleſſed with 
#r4ny Goſpel- Mercies, as with the Knowledge of. Chriſt, Faith, Light, the 
(ft of the holy GhoFt, and the taſtes or relliſh of the Powers of. the.World to 
core ; if (0, then what ſhould be the-r64ſon that yet he periſhah ?. Is it ae 
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cauſethe Grace that he recerveth differeth from the Grace that the El: arc 
ſaved by? 1 f they differ, where lieth the difference ? Whether in the aature,or 
in the degree, or 11 the management thereof ? 

Anſ». To this Odjechon I might aniiver many things ; but, for bre= 
vity, take this Reply : 

x, That the Non-Elect may travel very far both in the Knowledge, 
Faith, Ligin, and ſyeerneis of Jſus Chrilt, and may alto attain to ths 
partaking of the holy Gholt ; yea, and by the very operation of theſe 
things alio, eſcape the Polutions of the World, and become a viſthle Saint, 
Jjoyn in Church- Commur1on, and be as chief amonglt the very Elect 
thcmlelves. This the Scriptures every where do thew us, 

The Queſtion then is, Whether the EleR and Reprobate receive a dif- 
ſering G1ace? To which Ianſver, Yes in ſome reſpects, both as to the 
nature thereof, 2nd allo the degree. 

To begin then with the naime of it : 

1, The faith that the Choſen are bleſt2d with, it goeth under another 
nems then any faith beſides, even the Faith of God; Eleft, as of a faith be 
. longing to then onely, of which none others do partake ; which faith al- 
ſe, tor the nature of it, is called Faith moſt hily; to (heiv it goes beyond: 
all other, and can bez fitly matched no where elſe, but with their moR 
bleſſed faith who infallibly attain eternal glory : even ike precio Faith 
with ws, ſaith Peter, with his Ele Companions. And ſo of other things. 
For if this be true, that tney differ in their faith, they muſt needs there- 
with differ in other things: for Fauh being the Mother. Grace, produ- 
ceth all the reſt according toits o'vn nature, to wit, Love that abounds, 
that never fails, and that 1s never contented till it attain the Reſurre- 
Con of the dead, Fo, Tit... FTude20, 2Pet.,1,1, 2Thef,1.3. Cor, 
13.8. Phillip. 3, 

2, They difter as to the nature, inthis; the Faith, and Hope, and. . 
Love that the Choſen receive, it is that which floweth from Election it 
ſelf ; He hath bleſſed 24 according a4 he hath chiſen us, even with thoſe Gra - 
ces he ſet apart for us, when he in Eternity did appoint us to Life before 
the foundation of the World : Which Graces, becaule the-Decree in it 
ſelf is mott abſolute and infallible, they alſo, that they may-compleatly 
anſwer the.end, will do the work infallibly likewiſe, Aill through the 
management of Chriſt : 1have prayed that thy Faith fail'nor, Epbeſ, 1; 

. Lnk,2.32.. | 
_ ſecondly, As they differ in-nature, they differ alfo in degree : for 
though it betrae that the Reprobate is bleſſed with Grace, yetthis is al- 
ſo as true, that the EleCt ate blefled with more Grace * It is the Privi. - 
| ledge onely of thoſe that are Choſen, to be bleſſed with [ ALL] ſpirituab 
Bleſinas, 3 
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Bleffin2s, 'an.l ro have CALL] the good pleaſure of the goodneſs of Go fulfilled in 
and upon chem, Thnote who ate bleiled wath| all ] ſpiritual Bleflings, muſt needs be 
blefled with Erernal Life ; and thoſe 1n whom the Loidyz no: onely works all his 
g001 p'cature, but fulfil;erh a | the vool pleaſure of his goodnels upen them, they 
muſt need; he picſerved to his Heaverly-Ringcom ; Bur none of the Non-EleR 
have theſe thi:ws cor ferred upon them ; rherefore rhe Grace beſtowed upon the 
one, doth differ both in nature and degreefrom the other. Epheſ. 1.4,5 1Theſ.t.13. 

, Eres. There is a difference as tro the managemerr alſo; The Reprobate is 
principal|tor che managemetit of the Grace he receiveth, Zur Jeſus Chrit js prin- 
cipal tor the management of the Grace the Elect teceiyerh : VVhen I ſay P11NC1= 
pal, I mean chief; for though the Reprovate 1s ro have the greateſt hand in rhe 
management of whar Mcrcy and Goodneſs the Lord beſtowerh on him, yet not (0 
as that the Lord wili nor help him ar all; nay contrariwiſe he will, if fiſt tle Re- 
probare do truly the duty rharlierth on him : If thou do well, ſhalt thou not be acce- 
pred? but if not well, behold Sin lieth at the dyor. Thus it was alſo with Saul, who 
was rejefte! of God upon rhis account. And Ilayasts the Ele&t themſelves, :houoh 
Jeſus Chriſt ou: bleltec! Saviour be chief, as to the management of the Grace be- 
{towed on his Choſen, ve” nor fo as thar he quire excluderh them from fti5ving 
according to his worbing which worleth in them mightily © nay contrariwiſc,if rhole 
who in truth a:c Ele&, fall yer he remiſs, and do wickedly, they ſha!l feel the 
ſtroke of Gods Rod, it may be till their Bones do break : Bur becauſe rhe work 
doth nor lie ar their doo! ro manage as chief, bur at Chriſts, therefore though he 
may perfoim his work 'virh much birterneſs and gricf co them ; yer he being en- 
gaged as the Principal, will perfcrm that which concerneth them, even until rhe 
day (the coming) of Jeſus Chriſt, Gen-4.7. 1 Sam.13.11,12,12314."Ty 15 26. Col.x. 
29, Pſal.138.8, Phil.1.6. 

Fom what hath been ſaid, there ariſeth this Concluſion : 

The E'e& are a'ways 1nder Erernal Meicy, bur thoſe nor Ele always under 
Ercrnal Juſtice : For you muſt conſider rh1s, There is cternal Mercy and cre: nal Ju- 
ſticc, an there is preſent Mcrcy and preſent Juſtice: So rhen, for a man to be in a 
ſtate of Meicy, it may be cicher a ſtate ot Mercy picſcnr, or both preſent and eter- 
nal a'ſo. And ſoa' ain for a man to bc ina ſtate under Juſtice, it muy be underſtood 
Either of preſent Ju: ice onely, or of Lorh p. eſenrt and cteinalalto, 

Thar this may yer furt! er be opened, T ſhall omewhar enlarge. 

I begin: with pre {ent Mercy and preſent Juſtice. Thar which I call preſent Mer- 
cy, is trat Faith, Light, Knowledge, :. nd tate of che good VVord of Gud, thar a 
man may have, and pe. ith. This is called in $c.ipture, Believing for a while, du- 
ring for a while, and 7ejoycing in the Light for a ſraſon. Now 1 call this Mercy, both 
becaute none (as men' can deſerve ir,and alſo becauſe rhe proper end thereofis to 
do vood to thoſe that have it. But I call ie preſent Mercv,hecaule thoſe thar are on- 
Iy bleficd with thar, may fin it aways and periſh ; as did ſome of cHe Galatians, He- 
brews, Alexandrians, with the Aſians, and others. Bur yet obſerve azain, I do nor 
call this p.eſ.nt Mercy becauſe God harh determined it ſhall laſt | ur a while abſo- 
1.telv ; bur becauſe iris peflible tor man to lofeir, yea d«rermined he ſhall. cond1- 
rional y. Heb.6.4,5. 2Per.2,20. Mar.13.22.Luk.8.13. Joh. 5,35 1Cor.12-7.Gal.5-4. 
Acb.,12.18,15. 171m. 1 20. 277in-2.18, (F 1, 15. Heb. 1:.25. 

gain, As to prefent Juliice, it is ti ar wkich laſteth but a while alſo: and as prce- 
ient Mercy is properly rhe portion of tiofe left our of Gocis Elet 1on, fo preſent 
Fuſtice chiefly hath to do with Gods Bcloved 3 wro yer ar that time are alſo under 
ercinal Mercy. This is that Julice thar afthded Fob, David, Heman, andtice godly, 
who notwithſtanding do infallibly attain, by ve. tue of this imeicy, erernal Life and 
Gloty. 1cal:riis Jaſtice, becauſe in ſome ſence God wu@alerh with his Chil ren 
dCTOLa® 


; ; : 

- _promiſcuwuſly handiel, 
acco: ding to the quality of their t1anſgretlions ; and I call it alſo preſent Juſtice, be- 
cau'e though the hand of God for the prefenr be never ſo heavy on rhoſe that are 
Hs by Ele&ion, ver ut laſterh bur a while 3 whereforc chough this indeed be cal. 
Icd Wrath, yct is but a {ittle wrath, wrath for a mom: nt, time or {ealon. Ina lite 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a morrent, but with everlaſtirg hindne/s. will T have 
wercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer, Fob 6, 4. Pſal. 88. Uy 38. 3. Amos 3-2, 
1Co0r.11. 32531. Iſa.54.7 ,C. P/al.39.5. (9 103.9. 1Pet.1.6. 

Thus you lee there is prete:.t Mercy and preſent Juſfiice ; alſo that the Ele& may 
be under preſent Juſtice, when the Reſt may be under preſent Mercy. 

Again, 4s there 1s preſert Mercy an pie{cnt Juſtice, fo tl.ere js erernal Mercy 
and <ternal Juſtice : and Iſay, As the Ele may be under preterr Juſtice, when the 
Non-Ele&t may he under preſent Mercy , fo the Ele at that rime ae allo uncicr 
creinal Mercy, but the othet u. cer etcinal Juſtice. 

Thar the Ele aie under ercrnal Me:cy, and that when under preſent Juſtice, is 
erident f. om whar hath been fard before, namely from their being choſen in Chrift 
before the foiundarion of the worid 3 as alto from the confi. 'crotion of rhe: ſound 
converſion, and ſafe preſervacion quire through this wicked world, even ſaf: unto 
eternal Life z as he alſo faich by the Propher Feremiah, Yea T have loved thee with an 
everlaſting Love, therefore with Irving hindno(s have I dra®#n thee ©: And hence it 1; 
that he calleth the Fle& his Shrep, his Children, and People, and that before Con- 
ve:fion for though none of rhem as yet were his Childien by Calling, yet were 
they his according to Ele&ion. 7er 31.2. 7:h 16.16. oy 11.5%. AF 18. 9,10. 

Now the Elec being urder this ercrnal Gare and Meicy, they muſt needs be un- 
der it both before preſent Juſtice ſe:zcrh upon the ms whileit ſeizeth them,and al- 
ſo continueth with thcm lorger then preſenr juſtice can, ir being from everlaſting . 
ro everlaſting. This bein 7 {o, here is rhe reaton why no ſin, nor yer” temprarion 
of the Enemy, with any other evil, canhure or dcſtroy thote thus Ele& of Gotl : 
Yea this 15 that which maketh even thoſe things that inthemſielves axe the ver v 
* bane of men, yer prove very much for good ro thoſe wi:l:inthis purpoſe ; and as 
David ſaith, It 3s gend for me that I have been afflifted: and again, For when we ai e 
judged of the Lord, we are chaſtened, that we ſh:uld nor be coridemned with the Wer [2. 
Now Atfidtions, oc. in rhemſelves are not onely fruitleis and unproficatle, bur, 
being unſandified, are deſtructive ; T ſmote him, and he went on frowardly : Put now 
ere:nal Meicy working wirh this or rthar affiition, mz kes it ptofirable ro the Cho- 
ſen ; Thave ſeen his ways, and will heal him, and will reſtore comjrt to him and 10 his 
Mourners : as he ſaithin another place, Bleſſed s the man when: thou chaſtiſeſt, ant 
zeacheſt cur of thy Law. Fer eternal Mercy doth not look on thoſe who are the 
Elc& and Choſenof God, as poor ſinful creatures onely, bur alto as the Generatior 
whom the Loid hath bleſIc4, in whom he hath defigned to magnifie his mercy to 
the urmoſt, by pardoning rhe trat tgrefiions of the remnant of his Betitage ; 2a» 
ving predeſtirated 4 to the adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, wherein al- 
ſo he hath made us accepted in the Bel:ved. VVhetefore 1 tay, the ElcR, as they lo 
alſo receive that Grace and Mercy that may be ſinned away, fo thev have that Grace 
and Me cy whi.h cannot be loft, ard thar fin cannor dep:ve then of, even mercy 
that aboufds, and goeth beyond all fin ; ſuch mercy as hath cngaveci the power of 
Gd, rhe interceſhon of Chritt, and the communication of the bletted Epi ir of Am 
doption, which Spirit alſo engagerth the heatr, cires ir into the love of God, t 
it inay notdepartfrom God after rhat ratc as rhe Reprobate: do. I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, ſaith Gen, rhat Twill nortusn away ſj: om them te do 
them good, but will Fut my fear 7n thei; hea-t, that they ſhall 13: depart from me. Rom. 
8.28. Pſal-119.71- 1 Cor.11-31,52, 114.57.17418, Plaigg.iz : Pertr,g. Mic.7-18219, 
Epheſ 1.5,6, & 5 29539 JEre32 42. | 
But.. 
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But now I fay, Gods dea'in2 with the Non-EleRzis far erherwiſe, they being un- 
der the cnfideration of erernal Juſt.ce, even then when in the enjoymen: of p: e- 
ſent Grace and Mercy, An hence iris that as to their ſtanding befote the God of 
Heaven, they a'e courted, Dogs, and Sows, and Devils, even then when hefore 
the xe of God themſelves they are counred Sainrs and Brethren : 7þs Dog 5s re- 
turncd ty bis own vomit. again, and the Sow that w 35 waſhed, to her wallowing in the 
mire. And the reaſon is, becaule notwithſtanding a'l rheir ſhew before the world, 
rheir 01 nature and co: ruptions do ſtill bear ſway Within, which in time allo, ac- 
cording to the ord nary Judgemen: of Gad, is ſuffere1 fo to ſhew it ſelf, thar rhey 
zre vilible to Sainrs rhar are Ele&, :s was the caſe of Simon Magyy, and that wick- 
ed Apoſtate 7udas, who went out from us,bur they were net of 2:5, for if they ha4b:en 
of 19, they ſhox 1.1 no doubt have continued with us.; but they went out from us, thar it 
might be manifeſt they were not all of ws : They weie nor Elcet as we, nor were 
they ſan 5Ofied as the Ele of God themiclves ; wherefoic eternal Jullice counts 


' them the ſons of Perdirrion, when under rheir Profcilion * And I fay they being un- 


der this Ererna! Fuſtice, 1 muſt needs hae to do with them in the midfſt of 
r{.<jr Profcilion ; and becaule alſo it is much offended with thein for conniving with 


- Thcii luſts, it caketh away from t/1cm, and rHar moſt rightcoully, thofe Gitcs and 


C races, and Benefits anyl 'rivile.'ges that preſent Mercy gave them ; and nor only 
ſo, | ut cuts :hem off for their inzquiry, an4 layerh rhem un:{er wrath tor ever. They 
have for/aken the iight way, ſaith Gor 3 they have followed the way of Balaam the ſon 
of Boſe 3, theſe are Wells without Water, Clouds that are carriedwitha tempeſt,Trees 
whoſe fruit withereth, without frutt, twice dead, plucked up by the roots, for whom is re» 
ſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. 1Joh.2.19. Joh.17.12. Mat,13.12, & 25.29. 
Mark 4-25 Luk.8 18. 2Per 2-5,15,17. Jude 11,12,13- 
 lheſe rings rhus coniivered, you tec, 

1. Thar rha1e ts pre: cnr Grace and preſent Aercy, eternal Grace and eterral 
M-rcy. - | 

2. Thar the 'Eic& are under eternal Mercy,and that when.under preſent Juſtice; 
and thar the Reprokate is unuer erert.al Juſtice, and at whenunder preſent Mercy, 

2. 1hus you ceagain, rhar the Non Elca per {h by 1caton of $1N, notwith- 
ſtanding preſent WMercy, bocaufe of et:rnal Faſtice ; and rat the Ele are pieterved 
from the death (rhou ;h they tn, and arc obnox:cus to the lirokes of prefent Ju- 
ice) by reaton of eral MERCY, Vhat thai we fay then + Is there unrigh- 
tLcOnſnetE With Cod? Golfo.bid { He hath mricy 9n whom he will have mercy, and 
compaſſion on Whom he will have compagyſion. 
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